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PLATE 1 
The Hiſtory. of the Creation. 


'4 and moon, and all the ſhining ſtars, which 
adorn the ſky, had a beginning and were created 
by God. At firſt this maſs was without form, 
and darkneſs covered it, as with a robe. But 
vhen the ſpirit of God had rendered it fit for 


vs confuſed body; this was the work of the 
irſt day. On the ſecond day was extracted the 
tlement of air: on the third the earth and water 
were ſeparated from each other, and proper 
channels being formed for the reception of the 
Fatery element, they 1 the name of ſeas, 


% 


A " 


HIS globe, on which we live, the ſun 


creation, the element of fire was ſeparated fram pa 


'2 The Hiſtory of the Creation. 


as the dry land did that of the earth. Thb earth 
being thus divided from the waters was cloathed 


with graſs, ſtocked with fruit-trees, and adorned 
with flowers. On the fourth day the two greateſt 


lights, which appear to our eyes, were formed 
and rendered viſible, the fun to rule the day, 


and the moon, which in his abſence ſupplies the 
want of light. On theſe depend the difference 


of day and night, and the beautiful variety of 


the —_ After the formation of lifeleſs bo- 


gies, the Divine Being proceeded to the forma- 
tion of animals; fiſh and birds were made out 
of. the waters on the fifth day, and beaſts were 


likewiſe formed out of the earth on the ſixth. 


The world being thus formed, with every thing 
that was beautiful or uſeful; man was created 
out of the duſt of the ground, but in the image 


of God, and inveſted with dominion over the 


fiſhes of the ſea, the fowl of the air, the cattle, 
the earth, and every thing that creepeth thereon. 
Woman was made out of one of the” ribs of 


man, who was caſt into a deep fleep for this 


purpoſe. - After God had viewed his creation, he 
found it every way proportioned to its end, and 


abounding with beauties ; he therefore bleſſed it, 


and pronounced it to be very good. Let us 
admire the manner, in which all the mighty 


Work was performed, only by ſpeaking ; for he 


8 
of 
A 
- 


faid, Let there be light, and there was light ; and 
in the fame manner he called all things elle into 


being 


* 


LAT R. . 
The Hiſtory of the Fall. 
UR firſt parents, Adam and Eve, were 
placed in the garden of Eden, which 
abounded with every tree pleaſant to the 7 5 | 
and good for food. In this happy fituation they 
had frequent converſe with God, 'and had no 
other reſtraint, than that they ſhould” nor eat of 
the tree of life, which grew in the middle of the 
garden, This happy ſtate had not continued Jong, 
han the enemy of mankind reſolved to-diſturts 
it, and entered into the ſerpent, Which being 
then reckoned the moſt ſubtle animal, was fitteſt 
for his purpoſe, and prevented ſuſpicion,  Find- 
ing Eve alone, he E of her, whether = 
| = PRES St 


4 The Hiſtcry of the Fall. 


and Adam were not forbidden to eat of all the 
trees of the garden. In anſwer to which ſhe 
informs him, that they were reſtrained only from 
eating of the fruit of that tree, - which was in 
tle middle of the garden, God having declared 
that they ſhould ſurely die, if they taſted of it. 
1 he tempter aſſures the woman they would not 
die, tho they ſhould eat of the fruit of the tree, 
and adds, that the effect of it would be an increaſe 
of their knowledge, that their eyes ſhould be 
opened and they ſhould become as gods, know- 
ing good and evil. The woman looking at the 
fruit, and concluding from the beautiful appear- 
ance it made, that it might be good to eat, and 
deſiring to become wiſer than ſhe was, took of the 
fruit; and her huſband, out of a tender regard for 
her, received it from her hands. They both eat 
of it, and then firſt perceived they were naked, 
and that it was ſhameful to be ſo: they made 
them aprons of fig-leaves, and perceiving that 
God was in the garden, endeavoured to hide 
themſelves from his Sight. But God calling to 
Adam, charges him with having caten of the 
fruit, which he had forbidden him to cat of, 
Adam ſhifting his crime upon the woman, and 
ſhe transferring it upon the ſerpent, the Almighty 
remembering mercy in the midſt of judgment, 
puniſhes the ſerpent, and predicts the coming of 
the Meſſiah, who ſhould bruiſe the- head and 
Pane” of the tempter, hid under the ſerpent, , 
being in an eſpecial manner the ſced of the wo- 

man; as for the woman, he puniſhed her with 
pain in childbirth ; and Adam, hearing the ſen- 
dence of death pronounced and eſtabliſhed againſt 
Bim, was doomed, till that period came, to earn 
his living by the ſweat of his brows. 
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The Piper of Cain 18 Abr 1 5 


F TER our firſt parents were baniſpel | 
from Paradiſe, they had two ſons}, the 
elder of which was named Cain and the younger 
Abel. Though Cain, as his name imports, 
ſeems to have been the favourite of his mother, 
and was ſuppoſed by her to have been the perſon 
who was to break the ſerpent's head; yet her 
partiality appears more evidently from the cha- 
rafter of Abel, her ſecond ſon, whoſe virtues 
were far ſuperior to thoſe of his brother, As 
greater excellence ſometimes produces envy, 
B 3 where 


a The Hiftery of Cain and Abel. 


where it ſhould excite to imitation, Cain's bo- 
ſom ſeems to have been no ſtranger to this mean 
© paſſion, which was increaſed on the follow 
occaſion. They both of them brought their 
offerings, which were the products ot their ſe- 
veral profeſſions. Cain being a huſbandman 
brought of the fruits of the ground ; and Abel, 
who was a keeper of ſheep, the firftlings and 
the chiefeſt of his flock. Abel's offering was 
accepted in a viſible manner by God, but that 
of Cain's honoured by no apparent fign of Re- 
ſpect. The preference given to his brother ſerved 
only to increaſe this envy, which by degrees, 
rew into rancour. Determined to deſtroy his 
rother, Cain invited him to go into the field, 
and there took an opportunity to murder him. 
Though this fact was unknown to man, it was 
© open to the eye of God, who is preſent. every 


where, and fees even the inmoſt thoughts of our 
breaſts. He called upon Cain to declare what 
was become of his brother, and notwithſtanding 
tas prevarication, he convicted him of his crime, 
and condemned him to che life of a vagabond. 
Thus baniſhed from the face of God and man, he 
endured a ſtate of pu and remorſe, till at laſt 


2 


he was flain himſelf by 


| ech, one af his own 
i / deſcendants. | 
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PLATE IV. 


The Hiſtory of the Flood, or General Deluge. 


HE corruption of mankind was fo 

and fo univerſal, that God was inclined to 
deſtroy the whole human race, excepting a few, « 
as the only means to prevent the farther increaſe 
of vice, and to reſtore the practice of religion 
and virtue. Amidſt this general depravity Noah 
was ſingularly pious, and uncorrupted with the 
vices which rendered the reſt of mankind proper 
objects for divine puniſhment. If the wicked- 
neſs of the reſt of the World determined God 
to deſtroy them, the piety of Noah moved him 
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8 The History of the Floed. 
to protect and preſerve him. The manner of 
puniſhment reſolved upon was an univerſal flood, 
and that Noah and his family, and as many ani- 
mals as were ſufficient to keep up their ſeveral 
kinds, might be preſerved, God ordered Noah 
to make him a veſſel ſufficient for this purpoſe, 
and io bring bis family and every ſpecies of ani- 
mals into it. When the veſſel was finiſhed, and 
all the animals were introduced, according to the 
divine command, the cataracts of heaven were 
opened and an irreſiſtible flood ſwept away all the 
reſt of the world. n 

Noah, ſafe in his piety and in the protection 
of God, braved the fury of the tempeſt in the 
veſſel he had conſtrued by his order; and, 
when the waters abated, left the kind confine- 
ment, to engage in acts of devotion z which 
ſhewed him worthy of the care of Providence, 
an to be the father of a new world. 


- 


= - 
— % my 4 * 
IE. 0 
1h — — 
: — 2 — ö 
= _— 
— — ö 
— : 
: — 
= — 
— — 7 — 
. —— — —— 
'T 
N - 


_ — _—_—— nxt 


— 
_ 
— 
— 


The Confiion of Tongues, 


HE earth being peopled by the deſcend- 
ants of Noah, were all of one ſpeech ; and 
dreading a return of a ſecond calamity of the 
waters, by which the world had lately been de- 
ſtroyed, without applying to God for ſafety, 
determined to build an exceeding high tower, 
for a place to ſecure themſelves in, providing 
a ſecond flood ſhould happen. * 
pleaſed themſelves in their laborio ing, 
and gratified themſelves with the hopes of bring- 
wg it ſoon to 9 when God reſolved 
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10 The Confuſion of Tongues. 


to render their deſign abortive, For this pur- 
pole he made an alteration in their language; ſo 
that the perſons employed in -the work could 
not underſtand each other, and were upon that 
account obliged to deſiſt from their undertaking, 
One deſign which God had in working this 
miracle was, to diſperſe the builders over the 
face of the earth, that it might be cultivated 
and inhabited ſooner than it would have been, 
if they had perfected their deſign. This was 
the conſequence of the confuſion of their tongues, 
for they immediately quitted the ſpot where the 
tower was erected, ſettled in different parts of 
the world, and in their diſperſion afforded a 
leſſon of the weakneſs of human projects, with- 
out the concurrence of Providence; the union 
of mercy and juſtice in the divine judgments, 


and of this wb truth, that learning without 


religion, is a Babel, or tower of confuſton, 
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PLATE VL 
ARA RAM entertaineth three Angels. 


FT\HE. patriarch Abraham ſitting at the door 
| of his tent, in the heat of the day, faw, 
as he thought, three men coming towards him, 
According to the . hoſpitality of thoſe days, he 
ran out to meet them, and invited them to re- 
freſh themſelyes. The three angels, whom he 
took for men, complying with his requeſt, he 
immediately goes to prepare an entertainment 
tor them. On his return one of the angels aſks 
him for his wife Sarah, adding, that the promiſe 
God had already given them of a ſon 23 

fulfilled: 


Wicked? 23 


12 ApBranaM entertaineth three Angels. 


fulfilled : but Sarah thinking it improbable, that 
one of her advanced age ſhould have a child, 
could not help laughing. The angels having 
reproved her for this indiſcreet action, take 
their leave; but before their departure inform 
Abraham of their intention to deſtroy Sodom 
and Gomorrah for the wickedneſs of the inha- 
bitants. Abraham, touched with the diſtreſs of 
ſuch a ſcene, endeavours to prevail on the angels 
to forego their puniſhment; and at laſt, having 
gained a promiſe, that if ten righteous men 
were in that place, it ſhould not be deſtroyed; 
the angels proceeded on their way to Sodom. 
The manner in which this ſtory is told in ſcrip- 
ture is ſuch as muſt give us an high idea of this 
patriarch's humanity. At firſt, he intercedes in 
behalf of the inhabitants of Sodom, praying 
God to forgive them, if there were fifty righteous 
perſons in that city. The Deity having acceded 
to his requeſt, the patriarch full of humility and 
overflowing with pity, ſtill aſks, whether God 
wo: id ſpare them. if five were lacking of the 
fifty; and being informed he would, Abraham 
perſiſting in his requeſt, and ſtill aſking, whether 


| this would be the caſe, if forty, if thirty, if twenty, 
nay, even if ten righteous were there, was aſſured, 
that the place ſhould not be 


even; if 
no more than ten righteans- perſons were in it. 
But as the place was notwithſtanding deſtroyed, 
can we help oning it muſt have been extremely 


* 


PLATE VI. 
Me burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, 


WO of the angels, whom Abraham had 
entertained, went to Sodom, where they 
were ſeen by Lot, Abraham's kinſman, and after 
ſome importunities, conſented to lodge with him 
for that night. Scarce had the heavenly gueſts 
entered under his roof, than the houſe was ſur- 
5a ge by the inhabitants of 2 — 2 _ in- 

ed n Lot's uci angels, whom 
they ade to 1 to all the laws 
of humanity and hoſpitality. endeavoured, 
but in vain, to diſſuade them from their wicked 


deſign; 


14 The Burning of Sopot and GOMORRAH. 


deſign; and the angels found it neceſſary, far 
their own ſecurity and the ſafety of their hoſt, 
to ſtrike them ne In return-for Lot's hoſpi- 
tality, and in regard of his virtues, the angels 


led him and his mily out of the city, inform- 


ing them of its approaching calamity, and char 
ing them to purſue their flight with all ff 1 
and without ſo much as looking back. ts 
wife, who was perhaps a native of Sodom, 


| alarmed with the tokens of its impending fall, 
could not reſiſt the ill timed curioſity of looki 


back, and in the act of diſobedience was tu 
into a pillar of ſalt. The preſent ſtate of theſe 
countries is a dreadful example of the conſe- 


2 uence of ſin; and the fate of Lot's wife a 


5 leſſon againft diſobedience to the * 
of Sed. 
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PLATE Vn. 
ABRAHAM's offering up ISAAC. 


HE language of former ages was ſo rude 
and mpote, that its defects were gene- 
rally ſupplied with action: this is, in ſcripture, 
called, voice of the Sign. Abraham's faith 
and yirtues were ſo remarkable, that he is called 
the friend of God; and a promiſe was given him, 
that in his ſeed all nations ſhould be bleſſed. The 
good old patriarch cannot but be ſuppoſed de- 
ſirous of knowing in what ner this promiſe 
was to be effected; and in anſwer to his deſire, 
God puts him upon a ſignificative action, _ 
< 


— — 
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let him into the ſecret he longed to know. For 
this purpoſe he was ordered to take his ſon, his 
only ſon, Iſaac, to carry him to mount Moriah, 
to ſacrifice him there. 

Abraham obeys the divine call, and ſtifling 
the voice of nature, leads his fon to the deſtined 
place, and was ſtretching out his-arm to inflict 
the fatal ſtroke, when the Lord ſtopped his 
hand, and ſhewed him a ram, caught in a 
thicket, which he was ordered to facrifice in- 
ſtead of his ſon. Iſaac, the type of the great 
ſacrifice of Chriſt, carried the wood on which 
he was to die, as Chriſt did the croſs on which 
he was crucified, Iſaac was Abraham's only 
fon, as Chriſt was the only begotten ſon of 
God. Iſaac's danger endured three days, and 
Chriſt remained three days in the grave. Iſaac 
was received alive from the dead in a figure, a 
figure which foreſhewed that Chriſt ſnould riſe 
again, and, indeed, he did. riſe again from the 
dead! 7 


ABRAHAM's Servant mecteth REBEK AH. 


BRAHAM being grown old, and will- 
ing to marry Iſaac to one of his own fa- 
mily before his death, from an apprehenſion that 
if he ſhould chuſe a Canaanitiſh woman, he might 
be ſeduced to wickedneſs and idolatry, ſends his 
ſervant into Meſopotamia to procure a wife for 
his fon. The ſervant coming to the end of hi 
journey, about the evening, the uſual time of 
watering cattle, ſat himſelf down on the fide of 
a well, which was one of the watering places, 
and afterwards addreſſed himſelf in prayer to 


God, 


13 ArRAnam's Servant meeteth REBEK AR. 


God, that the woman who ſhould come to draw 
water might be the very. perſon whom he had 
determined and appointed to be the wife of 
Iſaac. Scarce had the pious ſervant finiſhed his 
prayer, when Rebekah, the daughter of Be- 
thuel, the grandſon of Nahor, Abraham's bro- 
ther, appeared. The beauty of this damſel was 
great, and though the office ſhe was employed 
in ſeems mean to us, yet it was diſcharged, in 
theſe ages of ſimplicity, by perſons of the 
_ greateſt dignity. When ſhe had filled her 

cher at the well, Abraham's ſervant -aſked 

er to permit him to drink, *and' ſhe conſenting, 
which was one of the conditions he had mak 
uſe of in his prayer, he made her ſeveral hand- 
ſome preſents; and being certified of her family, 
demanded her of her parents, as a wife for his 
maſter's fon. The parents Canſenting to his re- 
queſt, Rebekah went with the ſervant to her 
intended ſpouſe ; and, by her virtuous conduct, 


juſtified Abraham's choice, and rendered Iſaac 
PV. ES 


— —_ = 


Jacon depriveth Es a of bis Bl:fing. 


SAAC being grown old and partly deprived 

of his fi — — 35 defirous of * is fa- 
mily before he died; and for that end ordered 
his eldeſt ſon Eſau to kill him ſome veniſon, and 
make him a ſavoury diſh, which might raiſe his 
ſpirits, and enable him to perform this laſt 
office. As the laſt bleſſings of parents were 
formerly prophetical oracles, Rebekah, who 
loved * the beſt of her two ſons, and re- 
membered, that before they were born, it was 
foretold, the elder ſhould ſerve the younger, 
. adviſed 
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_ adviſed Jacob to take the tendereſt part of: 
kid, to dreſs it in ſuch a manner as his father 5 
might take it for veniſon, and by — 
his brother Eſau, endeavour to intercept the 
bleſſing which his father intended him; though 
it did of right belong to Jacob, as he had pur. 
chaſed the irdujght of his brother for a me 
of pottage. Eſau being an hairy and Ifaac 1 
ſmooth man, this difficulty was removed by Re 
bekah, who covered Jacob's hands with the 
ſkins of kids, and by this fraud made him pak 
upon his father for his brother. Ifaac, * 
deceived by this ſtratagem, pronounces his ble 
ſing on Jacob, wherein he prophetically promuſes 
him abundance of wealth, dominion and em- 
pire, fuperiority over the reſt of his family, 

roſperity to his friends and confuſion to his foes, 
— had Iſaac finiſhed, when Eſau returned 
from the chaſe, brought his father the veniſon 
he had ordered, and aſked him to eat. Finding 
his miſtake, Abraham — in great conſterna- 
non; but prevailed on by Eſau's tears, he pro. 
aounced a bleſſing upon him, which is ſtill ful- 


Aled 1 in the ſtate of, the Arabs to PROT day 
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PLATE XL 
Jacor's Dreain. 


SAU being highly incenſed at Jacob for 
the fraud by which he deprived him of his 
father's bleſſing, entertained the wicked reſolu- 
tion of murdering him. But as his deſign was 
not ſo ſecret but it came to his mother Rebe- 
kah's ears, ſhe informed Jacob of his deſign, 
and by her perſuaſion he retired to Padan Haran, 
where Laban, one of his kindred, was ſettled. 
In his way to this ſanctuary, he was benighted, and 
forming a pillow of ſtones to ſupport his head, 
te laid himſelf down. While he was in his holy 
| ſlumbers, 
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and to inſtruct him, 


22 JAcos Dream. 


ſlumbers, God was pleaſed to favour him with 
a dream, which might tend to comfort him 

To the meſſengers of Provi- 
dence, the holy angels, were continually em- 
_m_ in ſerving the good and the pious 
For this purpoſe, a ladder was preſented to his 
imagination, which reached to the heavens, on 
which the angels were ſeen aſcending and de- 


ſcending. On the top ſtood the Lord, who wa 


repreſented as declaring to him, that the ground 
on which he laid ſhould belong to his poſterity, 


who ſhould be as numerous as the duſt of the 
earth; and that God would be with him where: 


ever he went. Jacob being awaked by this 
heavenly viſion, and convinced that it came 


immediately from God, erected an altar in the 


place, in a grateful ſenſe of the divine good- 


neſs ; and, having performed his devotions, pro 
ceeded on his Journey, 


a PLATE XII. 
Jacos cometh io HARAN Ge. 


N proceeding in his journey came to 
a well, and aſking of ſome ſhepherds, who 
had reſorted thither, whence they came? He 
vas anſwered, that they were of Haran. The 
patriarch immediately enquiring whether they 
knew Laban, was met by hel, his daughter, 
vho came to water her father's ſheep. Jacob 
making himſelf known to her, ſhe introduced 
him to Laban, where he ſtaid for a month, and 
poffered him his ſervices. Laban refuſing to 
«cept the offer, unleſs he would take ſome re- 


compence 


compence for his labour, aſked him conditions, 


but, when the time was expired, fraudulentl 
F gave him his eldeſt daughter, Leah, inſtead of 


the deceit, expoſtulated with Laban, who, to 
| ir he would ferve him another ſeven years for 
mitted to this condition, and having ſerved thoſe 
ſetting too intenſe an affection on any perſon or 


thing below, decreed that Rachel, though the 
beloved wife of Jacob, ſhould for ſome. time 
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Jacob being captivated by the beauty of Ra. 
chel, his younger daughter, offered to ſerve him 
ſeven years for her. Laban agreed to his terms; 

achel, her younger ſiſter. Jacob finding out 


pacify him, promiſed him his younger daughter, 


her. So ardent was Jacob's love, that he ſub- 


ſeven years, received his beloved Rachel. But 
Providence to teach him and us, the vanity of 
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continue - barren, while Leah was mother of 2 
numerous poſterity. 


LA 
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PLATE XIll. 
Jacos's wreſtling with the Anvel. 


ACOB being ordered by God 'to depart 
rom Laban, to prevent the dreadful ehects 
Which envy might occaſion, obeyed the heaven- 
ly warning. As he approached towards Seir, 
Where his brother Eſau dwelt, the idea of his 
anger revived in his mind, and being apprehen- 
ve of the conſequences, he ſent a meſſage to 


1 ' * 0 . . 
um to pacify him; and, in order to obtain the 


leſſing of Providence upon his benevolent in- 
Mons, addreſſed himſclf to heaven in prayer. 
e next morning he was informed by an em- 
C | blemaucal 


26 Jacor's wreſtling with the Angel. 


blematical action, that he had not wreſtled in 
prayer with God in vain. For he was engaged 
in wreſtling with a perſon till day-break, who 
then touching the hollow of Jacob's thigh, put 
it out of joint, and endeavouring to diſengage 
himſelf from Jacob, but in vain, unleſs he con- 
ſented to bleſs him, changed his name from 

acob to Iſrael, which ſigmifies a prince, ,power- 

I with God. He by that means underſtogd that: 
his antagoniſt was a, heavenly Being: And the 
Jews, to perpetuate the memory of this tranſ- 
action, to this very day abſtain from eating that 
part of the thigh of any animal, which was at- 
fected in this conteſt with the angel. This re- 
markable circumſtance is not leſs, uſeful to us 
than it was to Jacob himſelf, - eſpecidllySasis 
teaches us the fame. truſt in God, the Tame": 
neſtnefs in Prayer, and at the ſame time lfu 
us, that, if we faint not in our application, our 
ſucceſs will be the ſame, 
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PI. ATE XIV, 


Jos PHI two Dreams. 


73 H E patriarch Jacob dwelt, according to 
1 the divine promiſe, in the land of Canaan, 
n which his father had been a ſtranger. Tho® 
be was bleſſed with a numerous offspring, yet 
ber affections towards him were different: 
ence we find that the ſons of Bilhah and Ziipah, 
us two concubines, ſpake very diſreſpectfully of 
um in his abſence, and that their diſreſpectful 
peeches were related to him by one of his 
Junger ſons, named Joſeph. This dutifulneſs 
t Joleph endeared him very much to his fa- 

C 2 ther. 
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ther, who was ſtill more fond of him on account 
of his being the eldeſt ſon of his beloved wife 
Rachel, and indeed of abilities ſuperior to the 
reſt of his brethren. The love and partiality of 
the father augmented the malice and envy of his 
brethren againſt Joſeph, which were conſiderably 
encreaſed by the following occaſion. It was the 
cuſtom, in theſe earlier ages, for the Divine Be- 
ing to communicate his intentions to mankind, 
either by ſome ſignificative action or dream, 
Agreeably to this mode of information, Joſeph 
was honoured with a dream, in which he ima- 

gined, that as he and his brethren were binding | 
their ſheaves, the ſheaf which he bound aroſe, 
and ſtood upright, while thoſe af his beethten! 
ſtood round it and made obeiſance to i. 
Alarmed with this furpriſing circumſtances Je. 
eph informs his brethren with it, who were en- 
raged to find it foretold, that he ſhould be fi- 
perior to them. The Divine Being, willing to 
convince them of his intention concerning Jo- 
ſeph ſtill more ftrongly, ſends him a ſecond 
dream, in which he jaw the ſun, moon and 
eleven ſtars make obeiſance to him: this dream 
he tells to his father, who reproved him a hte 
for inſinuating, that he, his wife and his bi 
thren ſhould do homage to him. The dream, 
however, was too alarming to be forgotten by 
Jacob, who looked upon it as foretelling jome 
lingular event; whereas his brethren were ſti 
more highly incenſed at him on hearing ti 
prediction of his future greatneſs. 


httle 


PLATE XV. 
Jos R i ſold to the Iſhmaelites. 


T E ſons of Jacob being at Shechem with 
| their flocks, their father diſpatched Joſeph 
to enquire into their welfare. As he was wan- 
dering about in ſearch for them, he was inform- 
ed by a perſon whom he met, that they had 
quitted that place for Dothan. As Joſeph was 
at ſome diſtance, he was perceived by his bre- 
thren, who conſpired together to take away his 
life, on account of the dreams which he had 
told them. Their intention was, at firſt, to mur- 
der him, to caſt his body into ſome pit, and to 
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give out that he was killed by a wild beaſt. But 
Reuben, ſhocked at the wickedneſs of their de- 
ſign, perſuaded them not to put him to death, 
but to Jet him down into a pit juſt by, intending 
to take ſome opportunity of removing him from 
thence unknown to them. The reſt of the bre- 
thren conſented to his propoſal, and Joſeph was 
put into the pit. After this, as they fat down 
to refreſh themſelves, they perceived a company 
of ' merchants coming towards them, and by the 
perſuaſions of Judah, conſented to {ell Joſeph to 
them for thirty pieces of ſilver. Reuben, who 
was not preſent during this tranſaction, going 
to the pit, to put his kind intention in practice, 
was highly affected at the loſs of his brother. 
But as he was not to be recovered, he joined 
with his brethren in an expedient to hide the 
truth from his father. For this purpoſe they 
killed a kid, and dipped in the blood of it Jo- 
ſeph's garment, which was a very remarkable 


one, and was given him by his father as a mark 


of his eſteem and love. The garment thus 
{meared with blood was carried to Jacob, who 
immediately knew it to be that of his ſon Jo- 
teph ; and concluding that ſome wild beaſt had 
deitroyed him, broke out into the moſt tender 
exclamations for his fate. 


9 * LAS 3 9 =. 
* 1 T9. RS FL = a: [= 7 "We | N vo 
%%% r | a; IF Ea MS. .1 
1 Nele 2 i, "7. 1 th ik ates "TE _ 
= AS - FR" = * A Y = 7 * ' 


PLATE XVI 
Jos EH and bis Miſtreſs. 


HE Merchants who had purchaſed Joſeph 
carried him down into Egypt, and ſold 
him to Potiphar, one of the prime miniſters or 
great officers of Pharaoh, the king of that coun- 
try. Joſeph's behaviour was ſuch, that he ſoon 
gained the Eſteem of his maſter, who entruſted 
him with all he had. Potiphar's wife conceiving 
a great liking to Joſeph, endeavoured, by her fre- 
quent ſolicitations, to ſeduce him to carry on a law- 
lels amour with her; but ſo great was the chaſtity 
of Joſeph, and fo great the gratitude he bore to 
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his maſter for the favours he had conferred on 
him, that he was deaf to all her entreaties. A 
public feſtival happening in Egypt, which called 
Potiphar abroad, his wife thought this a proper 
ſeaſon to attempt the virtue of Joſeph, and as 
he came into her preſence caught hold of his 
garment, and entreated him to conſent to her 
wiſhes. Joſeph was ſo ſhocked at this behavi- 
aur, that he ſought for ſecurity by flight, and 
ran our of the room, leaving his garment in 
her hands. Inſpired with rage at being thus 
diſappointed, and reſolving to revenge the affront, 
Potiphar's wife cried out aloud and alarmed-the 
whole family, pretending that the Hebrew ſlave, 
whom her huſband had bought, had attempted 
her virtue; and finding her make an outcry, 
had fled away and left his garment, as they ſaw, 
in her hand. The garment ſhe laid up to ſhew 
to Potiphar at his return, as a confirmation of 
of ker ſtory; who being provoked at this narra- 
tive of his wife, credulouſly believed her falſe 
tale, and committed Joſeph to priſon, 
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Pi. ATE X VII. 
PHaRaAoOnm's two Dreams. 


HEN Joſeph had continued in prifon 
for two years, Pharaoh, the king of 
Egypt, was very much diſturbed by two dreams: 
In the firſt of which he thought, as he was walk- 
ing on the banks of the river Nile, he ſaw ſeven 
fat kine come up out of the river and feed in an 
adjacent meadow, While he was employed in 
conſidering them, behold ſeven other came out 
of the ſame river, which were very lean, who 
fell upon the ſeven fat kine and devoured them. 
The diſturbance which this circumſtance gave 
to the king awaked him. After he had com- 
poſed himielf 2 little, he. fell aſleep again and 
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dreamt a ſecond time, that he ſaw ſeven ears of 
corn grow upon one ſtalk, which were very full 
and good; immediately after which he ſees ſeven 
thin ears ſpring up, which were blaſted by the 
eaſt wind : as in his former dream the lean kine 
devoured the fat ones, ſo in the ſecond, he thought 
he ſaw the full ears devoured by the thin ones, 

\s the dreams ſeemed to have but one object, 

hey made the: ſtronger impreſſion upon the 
king's mind; and being unable to interpret them 
himſelf, he aſſembled all his miniſters and Wiſe 
men, who were famous for the interpretation of 
dreams, to explain his. While theſe great men 
were confeſſing their inability, his chief butler 
recalled to mind, that during his confinement, 
together with the chief baker, they both of 
them had had a dream, which was interpreted 
by Joſeph; and the event had anſwered His ex- 
planation, The chief butler informing the king 
of this circumſtance, Joleph was immediately 
ſent for; and, after hearing the King's dreams, 

took the opportunity of aſſuring him, that his 

explanation was not owing to any {kill in the re- 
_ ceived rules for interpreting, but was the effect 
of a divine inſpiration : he proceeded to tell him 
that the object of both dreams were the ſame; 
they. portended, that there would be ſeven years 
of plenty, which would be ſucceeded by as many 
years of famine; and he adviſed him to employ 
* Jome diſcreet perſon to form magazines ſufficient 
to ſupply the wants of the approaching ſcarcity. 
Pharaoh received his advice with great conde- 
ſcenſion, and perceiving that, by his interpreta- 
tion of the dreams, he was qualified for the un- 
dertaking, he raiſed him to the truſt and ma- 
nagement of his kingdom, 
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PLATE XVIIL | 
Joszyn and bis Brethren. 


HE famine which had, according to Jo- 
ſeph's interpretation, begun in Egypt, bo- 
ing felt likewiſe in Canaan, Jacob ſent his. ſons 
thither to buy corn; for he had been acquainted 
that great magazines were formed in that coun I 
try. Ten of Jacob's ſons ſet out on this com- 
miſſion, for he was ' unwilling to truſt Benjamin 
with them. When the ſons of Jacob came to 
Egypty they were introduced to Joſeph, who f 
was at that time chief governor, and proſtratin | 

\ 


- themſelves before him, verified the _— 
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had formerly, related to them. As Joſeph knew 
his brethren, though he was unknown to them, 
he queſtioned them about the intentions of their 
Journey, and pretending that he ſuſpected them 
of being ſpies, extorted from them a true ac- 
count of the ſtate -of their family, Having in 
their defence mentioned that they had a younger 
brother who remained with their father : Joſeph 
took advantage -of this circumſtance to- tell 
them, that they had no other means of clearing 
themſelves from his ſuſpicion, but by ſending one 
of them home to fetch that brother to him, 
while the others remained in priſon. In conſe- 
quence of this declaration, he confined them all for 
three days; after which, ſending for them, he 
ſoftened his demand, inſiſting that all the reſt 
of them ſhould go home to fetch their younger 
brother, providing one of them were left in cuſ- 
tody, as an hoſtage for their return. The diſtreſs, 
which this propoſal affected them with, revived 
in their minds the idea of their guilt and the 
barbarity which they had ſhewed to Joſeph, in 
ſelling him, notwithſtanding his tears and intrea- 
ties. Reuben could not help increaſing their 
ſorrows by repreſenting his innocence, and their 
deafneſs to all the perſuaſions he had made uſe 
of to deter them from that crime. Joſeph, who 
was preſent at this diſtreſsful ſcene, and under- 
ſtood all that they ſaid, was unable to view it 
without being affected, and was obliged to turn 
himſelf from them to hide his tears. After ſome 
perſuaſion the brethren conſented to his condi- 
tions, and after binding Simeon, their ſecond 
brother, before their eyes, he diſmiſſed them 


with the corn, which they were ſent to purchaſe 


Þy their father. 


JoszPn's Stratagem to ftay his Brethren. 


HE famine raging ſtill in Canaan, Jacob 

ſent his Sons once more into Egypt, to 
purchaſe corn. Reuben and Judah informing 
him, that it would not be ſafe for them to go 
without their brother Benjamin, Jacob conſented. 
On their arrival at Egypt they were introduced 
into Joſeph's palace, and had their brother Si- 
meon reſtored to them. On Joſeph's return they 
were all introduced to him, who caſting his eyes 
onBenjamin, enquired whether he was the younger 
brother they had mentioned, and was ſo much 
affected at the ſight of him, that nature melted 
bim into tears, and he quitted the placez.to pre- 
vent 
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vent his diſcovering himſelf. After he was reco- 
vered, he returned and entertained them with a 
teaſt, when they ere much ſurprized at the regu- 
larity in which they were placed, which was ac- 
cording to their ages, but much more ſo at the 
partiality ſhewn to Benjamin, whoſe meſs was five 
times as much as theirs. Before their departure, 
Joſeph ordered his ſteward to fill their ſacks with 
corn, to put every man's money in the mouth of 
the lack, and to convey his ſilver cup into the 
ſack of the youngeſt. On the morrow, as ſoon as 
it was light, the brethren proceeded on their way 
homewards : but before they had gone far from 
the city, Joſeph ordered his ſteward to purſue 
them, and when he oyertook them to reprove 
them for their ingratitude and charge them with 
ſtealing the ſilver cup. When the ſteward came 
up with them he fulfilled his orders; and the 
brethren, ſtartled at ſuch a charge, endeavoured 
to prove their innocence, pleading that they had 
brought back the money which they found in 
their ſacks at their former return, and could not 
be ſuppoſed to be guilty of the crime he charged NV 
them with, when they had given ſuch a remarkable 
proof of their honeſty ; they concluded that they 
would be content, if that the perſon upon whom 
the cup might be found, ſhould be put to death, 
and that they themſelves ſhould be kept for ſlaves. 
The ſteward made his ſearch, beginning at the 
ſack of the eldeſt; but when he came to that of elſe 
Benjamin, who was the youngeſt, found the cup his g 
| | there. They all accompanied Benjamin to Jo- by b 
ſeph's houſe, and fell before him on the ground. he v 
J heir behaviour was not to be reſiſted, it melted and 
Joſeph; he could no longer reſtrain his tears, and emp 
2d in broken ſentences, Doth my father yet live 


PLATE XX 


Mos zs 7s found by PHaR aon's Daughter, 


FTER the death of Joſeph the Iſraelites 

continued in Egypt, and grew 1o nume- 
rous, that the king was afraid of them. This 
monarch either was ignorant of the benefits 
which his nation had received from Joſeph, or 
elle overlooked them. For, inſtead of ſhewing 
his gratitude to the memory of that great man, 
by heaping favours on the people trom whom 
he was deſcended, he did all he could to oppreſs 
and to extinguiſh them. With this view he 
employed them in making brick and mortar, in 
buildir = 
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building cities, and in other works, which he 
zmagined would both diminiſh their ſpirits and 
weaken their bodies. | 
But finding that the Iſraelites ſtill encreaſed in 
number, notwithſtanding 
Irdered the Hebrew midwives to kill the male 
infants, when they delivered their miſtreſſes. 
The midwives chooſing rather to die themſelves, 
than to execute ſo barbarous an order, Pharaoh 
then commanded that every ſon, which was born 
to an Hebrew woman, ſhould be expoſed, or 
rather caſt into the river Nile. Under theſe un- 


happy circumſtances Moſes was born, and was 


kept by his mother for three months; but his 
concealment any longer being impoſlible, ſhe 
ſubmitted to the cruel decree, and putting the 
infant into.a veſſel made of bulruſhes, laid bim 
among the reeds by the river's brink. As the 
affection of a parent could not be ſtifled, ſhe 
ordered her daughter to wait at a {mall diſtance, 
to ſee what would be the fate of the infant 
Moſes. The ſiſter had not long been in her 
polt, when Pharaoh's daughter came to that 
part of the river to bathe herſelf, and, eſpying 
the veſſel among the flags, ſent one of her 
maids to fetch it. On opening the ark ſhe diſ- 
covers a child bathed in tears; moved with com- 
_” and concluding it to be one of the He- 

rew children,” ſhe ſends one of her maids for a 
Hebrew woman to nurſe it, who brought the 
child's own mother, to whom the princeſs deli- 
vered the infant to be brought up, at her own 
expence. 


their afflictions, he 


PL 
God appeareth to Mos Es in the burning Buſh. 

OS Es being ſaved from the river by 
Pharaoh's daughter, was, at her expence, 
educated in all the learning of the Egyptians, 
who were at that time celebrated all over the 
world for wiſdom and politeneſs. Yet, ſo great 
was his affection for his own people the Jews, 
that he deſpiſed all the Splendors of a Court for 
their Sakes, and choſe rather to be numbered a- 
mong the oppreſſed Iſraelites, than to enjoy the 


higheſt place in the court of Pharaoh. His love 


for his Brethren ſhewed itſelf in two remarkable 
inſtances ; the latter of which had like to prove fa- 
tal to him. One day he ſaw an Egyptian beha- 
ving 


42 God appeareth to Mosxs in a Burning Buſh, 


ving very cruelly to one of his countrymen, and 
taking the part of the Iſraelite, he flew his ad- 
verſary, and buried his body in the ſand, to pre- 
vent a diſcovery. The next day he ſaw two 
Hebrews engaged in a quarrel and interpoſing, 
in order to procure a reconciliation between them, 
was aſked by one of them, what authority he 
had to interpoſe, or whether he had a mind to 
murder him, as he had the Egyptian the day 
before ? Moſes finding, from hence, the death of 
the Egyptian was no ſecret, and hearing that 
Pharaoh was determined to puniſh him tor it, 
he fled into the land of Midian. The prince of 
this place had ſeven daughters, who according 
to the cuſtom of thoſe times, were employed in 
watering his flock ; but meeting with uncivil 
- uſage in the diſcharge of their employment from 
ſome ſhepherds, Moſes took their parts, and 
aſſiſted them in watering their cattle. The daugh- 
ters of Reuel, for that was the name of the 
prince, on their return, ſurprized their father 
with their expedition, who aſking the reaſon of 
it, was informed, that it was owing to the civi- 
lity of Moſes in driving away the ſhepherds, and 
in aſſiſting them himſelf. Reuel ſends for Moſes, 
entertains him, and gives him his daughter Zip- 

rah in marriage. Some time after as Moſes was 
with the flock, near mount Horeb, he was alarmed 
at the ſight of a buſh, which appeared to be all in 
flames, but not damaged by the fire. So remark- 
able a circumſtance engroſſing his thoughts, he 
examined the buſh more narrowly and then heard 
the voice of the Almighty calling to him and gi- 
ving him commiſſion to go to Egypt and inſiſt 
upon Pharaoh's permitting the Iſraelites to de- 
part out of his kingdom, 


r 


TLATE: Xa 
PHARAOH and his Hoſt drowned in the Red- Sea. 


OSES and his brother Aaron, in diſ- 
charging their commiſſion, found Pha- 
raoh obſtinately bent to retain the Iſraelites in 
his kingdom. The king's obſtinacy occaſioned 
the working many miracles, which at laſt had 
their deſired effect, and the Iſraelites were per- 
mitted to go. But while they were on their 
march, the impreſſions which the late miracles 
had upon Pharaoh and his miniſters began to 
wate, and it was concluded upon that they 
hould purſue the Iſraelites, and bring them 
back 
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44 PHAR AOH and his hoſt drowned in the Red. ſea. 
back by force. For -this--purpoſe®a numerous 
army aſſembled, which was headed by Pharaoh 
himſelf, who came up with the Iſraelites juſt as 
they were arrived at the Red-ſea. The diſtreſs 2 
| of this People can hardly be conceived ; they = 
| were hemmed in on the weſt by a ridge of = 
{ mountains; they were blocked up and purſued of 
on the ſouth by Pharaoh's army, and on the eaſt = 
| and north were ſhut up by the ſea: the ſea was 
niot to be paſſed by ſuch a multitude without a 
conſiderable fleet ; the mountains could not be 
attempted, with ſuch a crowd of women and 
children; and the enemy conſiſted of the flowef 
| of Pharaoh's army, famous for its diſcipline and 
1 the {kill of its generals; whereas the Iſraelites 
i Hhad never ſeen a battle, were poſſeſſed of no 
4 arms, and indeed, if they had been poſſeſſed of | 
them, knew not how to uſe them: ſuch was the 2 
diſtreſs of the Iſraelites ! which occaſioned their * 
| murmuring againſt Moſes, and their repenting 
that they had left Egypt. But when all human 
| afliſtance failed them, that God, who had del 
| vered them from the ſlavery of Pharaoh, inter- Mo 
| 0 in their behalf, and dried up a Part of the 1 


ed-ſea, or rather opened them a paſſage thro 
it, according to the prediction, which Moſes had 
given. Pharaoh and his hoſt purſued them into 
the middle of the ſea; but, the waters returning 
again to their former ſtate, were all ſwallowed 
5 up; and left the world a ſtanding argument 

of the woeful effects of impious raſhneſs and of of 1 
| the inceſſant care of providence. of 2 
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PLATE XXIII. 


Moses receives the Tables of the Commandments. 


HE Iſraelites having been miraculouſly * | 
delivered from the Egyptian king, who 3 | 
purſued them, had frequent tokens of the ex, 
traordinary providence of God over them. At 
Marah their water was ſweetened by the infuſion 
of the wood of -a certain tree; in the wilderneſs 
of Zin they were fed with Manna for bread, and 
with quails for meat, both which were ſent them 
by a miracle; at Rephidim water was produced 
by ſtriking a rock with the rod of Moſes. The 
fame care which God had exerted in preſerving 
their 


Þ 4s 
2 


46 Moſes receives the tables of the Commandments, 


their perſons, was continued in preferving them 
as a ſociety. The chief end which the deity 
had in delivering this people, was to make them 
the repoſitories and preſervers of the doctrine 
of the unity of God. For this purpoſe he in- 
tended to give them a ſet of laws which ſhould 


keep them a ſeparate people, and prevent their 


falling in with the idolatries of the neighbouring 
nations. Theſe. ends were ſecured by God's con- 
deſcending to become their tutelary or guardian 
Deity, and their king or ſupreme civil magiſtrate 
at the ſame time. Yet, as the Iſiaelites were ſo 
perverſe and dull of underſtanding, that they 
would have diſputed the reality of this relation, 
and had always a ſtrong propenſity to the Egyp- 
tian idolatry, which would have ſoon put them 
upon diſputing the reality of any contract be- 
tween them and the true God: All this diffi- 
culty was. obviated by Moſes's being called up 
to mount Sinai; where he received a pair of 
tables whereon were written the Ten Command- 
ments, On this mountain God ſhewed manifeſt 
tokens of his preſence, by thunder, lightning 
and an earthquake, which greatly alarmed the 


people ; and from, the ſame God were delivered 


M thoſe ſtatutes which compoſe what we now 
Rile the law of Moles. 


PLATE MN 
Mos xs bringeth water out of the rock. 


HOUGH God had exerted his provi- 
| dence in a peculiar manner, in preſervin 
the Iſraelites, and in ſupplying them with OG 
aries in the wilderneſs; they were nevertheleſs fo 
ſtrongly affected with the plenty and idolatry. of 
Egypt, that, under every little hardſhip, they 
expreſſed a deſire of returning thither. Thus 
when they came to the deſert of Zinz and were 
n want of water, they tell Moſes they wiſh that 
they had been puniſhed with a violent death, as 
their brethren were, who had been involved in 
the ſame fate with Korah, Dathan and _ 

at 


43 Moſes bringeth water out of the Rock. 
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that were ſwallowed up in an earthquake: they 
then expatiate largely on the plenty of Egypt, 
which they contraſt with the hardſhips they then 
endured, and blame him for being the cauſe of 
their leaving ſo deſirable a country. Moſes ex- 
tremely grieved at their reproaches, immediate. 
ly has recourſe to God, who, by a viſible mani- 
teſtation of his glory, ſhewed his approbation of 
the conduct of Moſes and Aaron, and conſe- 
quently reproved the murmuring of the: Iſraelites; 
Moſes was now commanded to-take the rod with 
which he had wrought ſo many wonders, and 
only to ſpeak to the rock, which he was aſſured 
ſhould immediately produce water - ſufficient for 
the uſe of the Ifraclites and their cattle. Moſes 
highly incenſed at the beffaviour of his brethren, 
reproved them for their demanding water of 
him, and in the warmth of his anger ſtruck the 
rock twice with his rod, and produced water 
ſuſficient for their neceſſities. As Moſes had in 
s inſtanc diſobeyed the command of God, 
and ſtruck the rock, when he was ordered only 
to ſpeak to it, he fell under the Diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty, and was, together with his bro 

ther Aaron, excluded from entering into the land N 
of Promiſe. Had the water been produced as miſe. 

God had pramiſed, on Moſes's ſpeaking, the ¶ Moab 
Uraelites would have had a new inſtance of the I Balak, 
power of God; of the reality of Moſes's divine WPrehen 
miſſion ; and Moſes likewiſe would have ſhewn adviſin 
a ſtronger faith in the divine truth; but by his end fo 
raſh action ke robbed the Iſraelites of ſo remark- Itbat th, 
able an inſtance of the power of God, he weaken» 
ed the proofs of his being the perſon ſent from 
God, and gave ſome grounds of ſuſpecting that 

himſelf wanted faith. | 


e.L A TE XY 
BALAAM and his Afs. 


HE Iſraelites were approaching to the 
Land of Canaan, to take poſſeſſion of it 
according to God's gracious command and pro- 
miſe, When they crew near to the Borders of 
Moab the report of their great,cxnloits alarmed 
Balak, the king of that place, With great ap- 
prehenſions concerning his own ſafety. After 
adviſing with his counſellors, he determined to 
lend for Balaam, whoſe Reputation was ſo great, 
that the inhabitants imagined it would be in his 
power, by his bleſſings or curſings, to procure 
them an eaſy victory over the Iſraelites. When 
* meſſengers had delivered this meſſage to Ba- 
laam, 


by, the angel cruſhe& Balaam's foot againſt the 


fell under Balaam. As Balaam was puniſhing his 


to Balak, but what he commanded him. 
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39 BaLAAM and his Aſs. 


Ham, he was forbid to go with them, by God 


imſelf. In obedience to the divine command, 

Mach told them the next morning that he could 
not *aecompany them. On the teturs of theſe 
meflengers Balak ſent others of à hobler rank 
tb. Balaam, endeavouring to prevail upon him 
by the premiſe of great honours. The reply of 
Billaam was fuch as ſhewed great integrity, ingſ- 
nigen as he“ defired them to eee 5 anſwer⸗ 
that he was reſolved to do nothing gontrary to 
the word of God, even tho the king ſhould give 
Him his. houſe full of gold and filver. Theſe 
illuſtrious perſons, however, ſtaid with him that 
night; when Balaam received commiſſion. from 
God to attend them. Balaam roſe up early in 
the morning, and went along with the princes 
of Moab. As he was in his journey, an angel 
was ſent from the Lord, to convince him of his 
fault, in being deſirous to go to Balak, after he 
had forbidden him. The aſs ſeeing the angel 
with a drawn ſword in his hand, turned aſide out 
of the road, in order to ſhun him; upon which 
Balaam whipped her. The aſs perceived the angel 
again in a narrow lane, and endeavouring to pak 


wall; this occaſioned h ſtriking her a ſecond 
time. The aſs diſcovered the angel a third time in 
ſo narrow a lane, that ſhe could not go by, and 


beaſt with great anger, ſhe was endued with the 
gift of ſpeech, and aſked him the reaſon of l 
behaviour towards her. The angel diſcovered 
himſelf, ſhewed the reaſon of the aſs's turning 
aſide, aſſuring Balaam that ſhe had ſaved his lt, 
and enjoining him to do nothing when he came 
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PLATE XXVI. 
SAus oN betrayed by DELIL AH. 


ANAOH, a perſon of the tribe of Dan, 
VI was favoured by God with a fon, after his 
wife had been barren for ſome years. At the 
time when the birth of this ſon was foretold, 
Manaoh was informed that he ſhould deliver 
the Iſraelites from the oppreſſions of the Phi- 
ſtines, and had a ſtrict order never to ſuffer 
a razor to touch his head. At the time pre- 
ſcribed Manaoh's wife had a ſon, who was 
named Samſon. The youth of Samſon anſwered 
With the prediction, which was given at his birth, 
2 and 


and his exploits were ſuch as merited the name 
the Philiſtines, flew a thouſand of them, with 


and carried away the gates of a city wherein he 


gerous to take him off by 


52 SAMSON betrayed by DELILAH, 


of wonders. He burned the ſtanding corn of 


no other weapon but the jaw-bone of an als; 


had been confined. Tired with the endleſs loſſes 
which they ſuſtained from him, the Philiſtines 
were reſolved to rid themſelves of ſo deſtructive 
an enemy, But as they knew it was too dan- 

open violence, they 
reſolved to have recourſe to Fav They were 
informed that he was in love with one Delilah, 
a woman who had a very great influence over 
him. To this woman they applied, and pro- 
miſed her, that if ſhe could prevail ſo far upon 
him as to inform them, in what mannet they 
might overpower him, they would give her an 
immenſe ſum of money. The deſire of ſo much 
wealth induced her to undertake the affair, and 
with all the ſeducing arts of a wicked woman, 
ſhe endeavoured to make herſelf miſtreſs of ſo 
important a ſecret. Samſon, ſuſpecting her 
treachery, evaded the diſcovery no leſs than three 
times; but the oftener he deceived her, the 
more importunate ſhe grew. She queſtioned 
his affection, ſhe upbraided him with inſincerity, 
and continued her importunities ſo often, that at 
laſt ſhe prevailed upon him to unboſom his ſe- 
cret, and was informed, that his ſtrength de- 
pended upon his not being ſhaved. As ſoon as 
fleep had cloſed his eyes, the crafty woman had 
him ſhaved ; and his ſtrength immediately, lett 
him. The Philiſtines ſeized him, put out his 
eyes, to prevent his eſcape, and confined him in 


Priſon. 
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lo PLATE XXVII. 


ee SAMUEL dedicated to the Lord. 


ed LKANAH, one of the Levites, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of thoſe days, had two 
* * one of which was named Hannah, and 
1 other Peninnah. Peninnah had ſeveral ſons 
— . daughters, but Hannah had no child for 

ome time. The affection of Elkanah, however 


1ad 

14 great, could not make Hannah eaſ 

oft rea | y at her con- 
x . unuing barren ; her daily prayers were for off- 


ſpring, and once as ſhe 

, ſhe prayed in the temple ſh 

__ a VOW, that if God would bleſs 2 i 
man- child, ſhe would dedicate him to his ſervice 


all 


54 SAMUEL dedicated to the Lord. 


all the days of her life. Her prayer was heard, 
and ſhe bare a ſon, whom ſhe named Samuel, 


in alluſion to his being that child which ſhe had 


aſted of the Lord. When Samuel was grown 
up, ſhe took him with her to Jeruſalem, to per- 
form her vow, -and preſenting him to Eli, the 
high-prieſt, informed! him, that the child had 


been granted to her in anſwer to her prayers, 


She reminded him of a remarkable circumſtance 


which happened to her in one of her addrefles in 
the temple, when Eli himſelf ſeeing her lips 
move, and not hearing her voice, had ſuſpected 
that ſhe was not ſober. She added, that ſhe 
prayed for the child, now preſent, at that time, 
and as the Lord had granted her petition, ſhe 
was come to perform a vow ſhe had likewiſe 
made, which was, that if ſhe had a ſon he ſhould 
be dedicated to the ſervice of the'Lord. After 
a pious addreſs, in which ſhe expreſſes a grate- 
ful ſenſe of the divine goodneſs and mercy, and 
the continual interpoſition of Providence in the at- 
fairs of mankind in every condition of life, ſhe 
took leave of her fon, and returned to Ramah, 
the place of her reſidence. Samuel, being thus 
dedicated to the Lord, was employed by Eh, 
the high-prieſt, in ſuch divine offices as were 
ſuitable to his years; and by his prudent beha- 
viour and diligence, rendered himſelf worthy of 


every favour the high-prieſt could confer upon 


him. 
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d PLATE, XXVII. 

1 SAMUEL predicteth the deſtruction of EL1'S family. 
h, AMUEL was left by his mother with Eli, 
uz de high. prieſt, and was employed by him 
hi in ſuch offices as were ſuitable to his age. His 
te mother annually cloathed him, when ſhe came 


a. to the temple; and had the pleaſure to find, that 
of he engaged the affection of Eli, and was at the 
on W fame time remarkable for his piety. Samuel 
laid near Eli, in the outward court of the taber- 

nacle, that he might be ready at his call. One 

night, when both he and Eli were in bed, he 

heard himſelf called by name, and thinking that 

Eli wanted him, ran immediately to him, and Mill 

alked him, what he pleaſed to have. Eli affur- 

D 4 | ing. ⁊³ 
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predicteth the deſtruction of Eli's family, 
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56 Samuel 


ing him that he had not called him; he laid him- 


felt down again. Scarce had he compoſed him- 


| ſelf, when he heard ſomebody calling him by 


his name again; he ran a ſecond time to Eli, 
inſiſted that he certainly called him; but being 
convinced by Eli that he had not, was perſuaded 
to return to his apartment. Here Samuel heard 
himlelf called a: third time; as God revealed 
himſelf very rarely in thoſe days by an audible 
voice, or an open viſion, and as Samuel was not 
then able to diſtinguiſh this voice from a human 
one, he goes à third time to Eli, and challenges 
him with calling him again. Eli now under- 
ſtood that the voice which Samuel had heard 
could be no other than the voice of God, on 
which account he ordered him to lie down once 
more, and if he heard the voice again, to anſwer, 


ſpeak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth. After he 


had laid himſelf down, he hears the voice again, 
and anſwering, according to Eli's inſtruction, 
was informed of the dreadful calamity which 
would befall Eli and his three ſons. The reaſon 
why Eli was to be involved in the ſame puniſn- 
ment with his ſons, was, becauſe he had in- 
dulged them 1n their vices, which were grown 
to fo great a heighth as to endanger the practice 
of religion, at the ſame time, as it rendered 
their perſons deteſtable. In the morning Eli 
imagining that he had been tavoured with a di- 
vine revelation, Samuel was, after much en- 
treaty, prevailed upon to diſcover what he had 
heard, The good old man, perceiving that this 
was certainly a denunciation from God himſelf, 
heard the whole with amazing fortitude and re- 


ſignation, ſaying, I is the Lord; let bim do woat 


Seemeth bim good! | 
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CATE YEE 


SAMUEL anointeth SAUL, 


8 being grown old and his ſons be- 
having in an oppreſſive manner to the peo- 
ple, occaſioned ſuch a diſguſt, that the Iſraelites 
inſiſted upon a change of government, and in- 
dulging their vanity at the ſame time, as their 
gnorance, they inſiſted upon being governed, 
ike the neighbouring nations, by a king. As 
the government of the Iſraelites, till this time, 
Was a theocracy, by which is meant that God 
vas their king, their inſiſting upon an earthly 
Monarch was an open rejection of God. ry 
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38 SAMUEL anointeth Sadr. 


this reaſon Samuel endeavoured to convince them 
of the impiety of this requeſt, but in vain, and 
being authoriſed by God to comply with their 
demand, he informed them of his conſent. The | 
mannes of appointing a king was as follows. | 
One Saul, the fon of Cis, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, was ſent by his father in ſearch of ſome 
| alles that were loſt. Being unable to find them, 
| Saul determined to ,enquire, about them of Sa- 


muel, Who was at that time at Ramah, the place 
in which he uſually. reſided. , Samuel informed 

Saul of his aſſes, and was, at the ſame time, 
il — taught, that this young man was the perſon 
| God had pitched upon to be the king, which 
the Iſraelites had demanded. In conſequence of 

| this revelation, Samuel entreated Saul to" ſtay 
with him and partake of a feaſt. He was placed 


at the upper end of the table, and treated with 
due honours. An opportunity offering, Samuel 
Uk took him aſide and anointed him king of Ifracl. 


After this, the prophet and the new-created mo- 
narch parted, the latter being filled with joy and 
admiration, He returned, however, to his fa- 
ther's houſe, where he waited with patience till 
an opportunity ſhould offer for aſſuming the dig- 
nity he was inveſted with. This he did not 
wait for long ; for Samuel within a few days at 
* ſembling all the tribes of Iſrael to elect a king; 
the firſt lot fell upon the tribe of Benjamin, and 
then upon Saul. He was ſought for, indeed, 
Hut had concealed him; however, being diſco- 
vered, he approgched to the people, who welt 
ſo ſtruck with the tallneſs of his Kature and the 
majeſty of his mien, that they proclaimed him 
king, with the loudeſt acclamations of Joy. 


PL ATE: 
David and GOLIAH, 
HE enmity between the Iſraelites and the 


Philiſtines was irreconcileable; and tho? 
the former had obtained a ſignal victory over the 


Philiſtines, yet, in a few years, they recovered 


their ſtrength, and meditated an ample revenge 
for their loſs. As the Philiſtines increaſed in 
ſtrength, the Iſraelites decreaſed, owing to the 
weakneſs of Saul, who had ſo often tranſgreſſeci 
the. commands of God. In this circumſtance 
both armies took the field, and encamped op- 
polite each other. The Iſraelites, knowing the 
weakneſs, avoided a battle; but were inſult a 
every day by a prodigious giant, who offered to 

8 de- 


60 — -- Davrp-arnd Gor 14tt:- 


decide the fate of the two nations in ſingle com- 
vat. This challenge was accompanied with ſuch 
blaſphemies againſt the God of Iſrael, that tho 
every one was filled with indigfation, yet, no one 
dared hazard an engagement with a man of ſuch 
ſuperior ſtrength. The brethren of David ſerved 
in the Iſraelitiſh army, and their father Jeſſe ſent 
him to carry them ſome refreſhments. At his ar- 
rival, David found the whole army in a great 
conſternation, occaſioned by the threats and blaſ- 
phemies of the giant, and ſoon afterwards had a 
view of him. The very fight of the Philiſtine 
rouſed the courage of David; he could no longer 
torbear aſking, what recompence the king would 
give that perſon who would dare to accept of the 
giant's challenge? He was anſwered, that the king 
would load him with honours and riches, and give 
him his daughter in marriage. David aſked the 
ſame queſtion ſo often that his inquiſitiveneſs was 
reported to the king, who ſent for him. When 
he came into the royal preſence, Saul was ſo well 
pleaſed with -the reaſonableneſs and piety of his 
anſwers, that he truſted the fate of his kingdom 
to his ſingle arm. He perſuaded him to accept 
of his own armour ; but David, finding it rather 
an impediment, went in his uſual dreſs, with no 
other arms but a ſling, and a few ſmooth ſtones, 
When Goliah ſaw him advance he could not help 
looking upon him with diſdain, and told him to 
expect no quarter. David having returned him 
a proper anſwer, flung a ſtone at him, which 
pierced thro the giant's forehead, and brought 
bum upon the ground. David ſeeing this, ran 
up to him, and, with his own ſword, cut off his 
bead, which he afterwards preſented to Saul, 
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PLATE XXX3 


Joxarnax warns David of his danger. 


HE jealouſy which Saul entertained againſt 
David was ſo implacable, that he found it 
was impoſſible for him to be ſafe while he was 
within his reach. But before he came to extre- 
mities, he was willing to know from Jonathan, 
the king's ſon, whether it was not poſlible to ap- 
peale his father. For this purpoſe theſe two 
friends had an interview, out of the city, where 
they agreed upon the manner in which Jonathan 
might inform David how his father was afteted - ii 
towards him, without hazarding a diſcovery, On | 

the next day was a great feſtival, when David 10 
dught to have attended at court; but the king 


© miſling 


* 222K — — + <a ogy ee w roo—__ yy 4a c . - 24 _ 
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miſſing him, aſked Jonathan, -what could be the 
reaſon of his abſence. The reaſon which Jona- 
than aſſigned, was no more thap a mere evaſion 
concerted between him and David, and fo high- 
ly exaſperated his father, that he flung a javelin 
at him, intending to kill him upon the ſpot, 
As ſoon as it was day, Jonathan repaired to the 
place appointed, accompanied with a lad, David 
being there ;concealed, ſo as to diſcoyer what 
paſſed, without being ſeen himſelf. When Jo- 
nathan came to this ſpot, he ſhot two ar- 
rows, one after the other, calling out to the boy, 
who was running to take them up, I not. the 
arrow beyond tber] haſte, mate ſpeed ; fta not. 
This Was the ſignal agreed upon between Jona- 


than and David, tö Jet him Know it. Was neceſ- 


ſary for him to ſecure himſelf by flight. After 
the boy had picked up the arrows, Jonathan ſent 
him back to the city, and David leaving his 


concealment, theſe two friends ſwore eternal 


friendſhip, and parted. The terms in which 
this interview is deſcribed in the Bible, are ſo 
full of affection, that we cannot help admiring 
the friendſhip of theſe two perſons. And when 
we conſider that Jonathan hazarded the Joſs of 
his father's love, and his own right to the crown, 
in protecting his friend, we cannot ſufficiently 
admire his generoſity and the nobleneſs of his 
ſoul. + Nor was David any thing inferior to his 
beloved Jonathan, the lamentations he- poured 
out at his death, though it paved his way to the 
throne, and the kindneſs he ſhewed his ſon after 
his deceaſe, ſtrongly declares, that the ties of 
friendſhip are not only the! moſt uſeful, and the 
moſt endearing, but likewiſe the moſt laſting. 


PL ATE XXXI. 


Davin.and BATHSHEBA, 


HE moſt illuſtrious virtues have their de- 

fects and the moſt famous heroes are ſub- 
ject to failings. As David, was indulging him- 
ſelf in his terrace, on the top of his houſe, he 
deſcried a woman bathing herſelf, and captivat- 
ed by her beauty, he ordered her to be ſent for, 
Finding that ſhe was the wife of Uriah, one of 
his officers, and conſidering that, if his crime 
ſhould be diſcovered, Bathſheba herſelf would 
be liable to be put to death, he ordered Uriah 


to be ſent for from the army, imagining that if 


he cohabited with his wife, it would be impoſ- 
lible to prove her guilt. Uriah, ignorant © 
this 
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this recall, went immediately to David; wh, 
after having aſked him ſome queſtions” relating 
to the war, and to the ſtate of th&;ammy; dil: 
miſſed him. But ſo great was the piety and au- 
ſterity of Uriah, that inſtead of go Hame to 
his wife, he ſpent the night at the "pate of the 
palace. David informed of this cxrcuraſtance, 
{ent for him, and demanding the reaſon of his 
behaviour, was anſwered by Uriah, „That as 
the Ark and Iſrael and Judah abode ii tents, 
and Joab, the chief commander, together 
© with the reſt of the army, were encamped in 
1 _ open fields, he thought it highly 1mpro- 
* per for him to go to his own! houſe, and 
* was determined not to give himſelf the leaſt 
„ indulgence while they were expaſed to ſuch 
s hardſhips.” David finding it impoſſible to 
gain his ends of him, either. by prayers or by 
threats, ſent for him into the palace, and un- 
der the ſhew of friendſhip and eſteem, endea- 
voured to get the better of him, by plying him 
with liquor. Yet this artifice did not ſucceed ; 
for Uriah, though diſguiſed with liquor, would 
not go home to his wife. David ſent him back 
to the army next day, with a letter to Joab, 
wherein he ordered him to place Uriah in the 
front of the army, where was the greateſt dan- 
ger, and to give him no aſſiſtance. Joab exe- 
cuted his cruel orders, and Uriah periſhed in the 
Engagement. When the news of his death came 
to David, he pretended to lament his — 

but after the days of mourning were over, which 
among the Jews continued only one month, be 
married Bathſheba, 
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PLATE XXXIIL 
The death of ABSALOM-. 


\HE crime which David: had committed 
in the murder of Uriah, was threatened 
with ſingular puniſhment, and with great troubles 
in his own family. It was not long before theſe 
threats were put in force. Amnon, one of his 
bons, having violated the chaſtity of his ſiſter, 
vas killed by his brother Abſalom in revenge. 
Abſalom was obliged to go into a willing ba- 
ſhment, to avoid his father's anger. Some 
ume after he procured his pardon by the means 
of Joab. But, inſtead of meriting ſo great a 
four, by his amendment, he affected the 
down, and putting himſelf at the head of an 

Ann 
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army, obliged David to fly from; Jeruſalem for 
ſafety. The uſurper took poſſeſſion of the city, 
and committed ſuch outrages as rendered a re- 
conciliation impoſſible. While theſe outrages 
were committing, the affairs of David put on a 
better face; the people began to flock to him 
from all-parts, and he found himſelf at the head 


of an army. capable of commanding reſpect, 


and of protecting him againſt the attempts of 
the uſurper. The king would have taken the 
field himſelf againſt his ſon, but was, by the 
affectionate remonſtrances of his ſubjects, per- 
ſuaded to decline it. The command conſe- 
quently devolved upon Joab, whom the king 
charged in the moſt earneſt and pathetic man- 
ner, to ſpare the young man's life. Abſalom's 
army was, indeed, more numerous than that of 
David; it was led up by Abſalom with the 
greateſt valour and intrepidity; but in the en- 
gagement was defeated by Joab, who might owe 
his victory partly to the greater experience of 
the officers who ſerved under him, if he did it not 
to the interpoſition of Providence in favour of 
David. Abſalom's army being routed, he 
thought to ſave himſelf by flight; but as he 
was. paſting under a great oak, his hair was en- 
tangled in its branches, and the mule, on which 
he rode, running away from under him, he was 
ſuſpended. between the heaven and the earth. 
Joab being informed of this circumſtance, and 
forgetting or neglecting the charge which David 
had given him, rode up to Abſalom and thruſt 
him through with three darts or javelins. By the 
death of Abſalom the rebellion was cruſhed ; and 
by the death of Abſalom let all children learn that 
undutifulneſs to parents never goes unpuniſhed. 
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PLATE XXXIV. | 

The plague occaſioned by David's numbering the 
People. FT: 

FTER the defeat of Solomon and Sheba, 
the kingdom of Iſrael enjoyed all the 
ſweets of a profound peace. At length, Da- 
vid liſtening to the perſuaſion of ſome falſe 
friend, obſcured this bright proſpect with a 
calamity that had almoſt rendered his whole na- 
tion extinct. By the perſuaſions of this falſe 
friend, he was induced to order his people to be 
numbered. According to a precept of Moſes, 
vhenever a motion of this kind was to be put 
into execution, every man, was to pay a tax, 


Which was to be the ranſom of his life; and, on 


his 


_: T be Plague occaſioned by David. 


 —- 


his refuſing, was threatened with the plague, 
David ordered the people to be numbered, with- 
out exacting the tax or ranſom. This omiſſion 
was a violation of the ſtanding laws of the king- 
dom, and aſſuming a prerogative that God had 
reſerved to himſelf. This action was looked u 
on as a blameable one, even by Joab, David's 
neral; and therefore he remonſtrated againſt it. 
David himſelf could not but confeſs he had 
been yery weak, after Joab had informed him 
of the execution of his command. But God, to 
ſupport the dignity of his authority, ſent the 
prophet Gad to him, to denounce his anger, and 
to give him the choice of three puniſhments for 
his crime. The three puniſhments were, ſeven 
years famine, three months flight from his ene- 
mies, or a peſtilence of three days. David choſe 
the peſtilence or plague, the very puniſhment 
which God had threatened thoſe who violated the 
law concerning the numbering of the people, for 
the reaſon he himſelf mentions; © Let us fall 
into the hands of the Lord, for his mercies 
« are great.“ A plague, by which ſeventy thou- 
ſand died, was immediately inflicted by the hand 
of an angel. As the angel was going to involve mor; 
Jeruſalem in this calamity, he was diſcovered by Il the c 
David with a ſword drawn in his hand, upon rar 
which he fell down at his feet, and begged that Nef 
the people might be preſerved, and that he himſel ling 
and his family might be devoted as a ſacrifice to ¶ on ac 
God inſtead of them. This pious and ge- bim 
nerous offer of David, and the ſincerity of his Pey | 
' repentance, prevailed on God, and the angel I Va 
was ordered to ſtop his hand, 8 


\ 


PLATE MW. 


AHAB and NABOTH. 

H AB, king of Samaria, was guilty of 
every crime which would ſtain the me- 
mory of a king, or render a man the object of 
the divine anger. Among other inſtances of his 
yranny we have the following. One Naboth 
of Jezreel had a vineyard, adjoining to the 
king's garden, which. Ahab taking a liking to, 
on account of its ſituation, made a propoſal to 
im to give him another for it in exchange, or to 
pay him the value of it in money. Naboth, who 
vas tenacious of the law of Moſes, wherein it 
vas expreſsly forbidden to alienate or diſpoſe of 
lhe eſtate of any family, rejected the 1 
offer. 


Anas and NABOTH. 


offer. This refuſal affected Ahab ſo much, 
that he could not ſmother his anger, but went 
home, nung himſelf upon his bed, and refuſed 
to eat. His wife, being informed that Naboth's 
refuſal was the cauſe. of the King's uneaſineſs, 
reproached him for want of courage, perſuaded 
him to lay aſide his trouble, and aſſured him, 
that ſhe would make him maſter of his wiſhes, 
For this purpole the wrote letters in her hul- 


band's name, to the nobles of Jezreel, ordering 


them to proclaim a public feaſt, to invite Na- 


both to it, and while he was there, to hire men 


who ſhould ch = him with blaſphemy and trea- 
lon, and on'tk.u evidence to ſtone him to death, 
The nobles executed Jezebel's orders, and ſent 
her word of the punctuality with which they 
kr fulfilled. As ſoon as Jezebel received the 
news,” ſhe acquainted Ahab, her huſband, of 
Naboth's death, and perſuaded him to go 1mme- 
diately to take poſſeſſion of his vineyard. As 
Ahab was in his way, he was met by the pro- 
phet Elijah, who ſharply reproved him for 
his wickedneſs, aſſuring him, that his blood 
ſhould be hcked by dogs in the ſame place, as 
that of Naboth had been licked by them ; that 
every one of his poſterity ſhould die a violent 
death, and that his wife Jezebel, who was the 
cruel and wicked adviſer of Naboth's death, 
ſhould be eaten by the dogs, by the wall of 


Jezreel, which was the city where Naboth dwelt. 
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PLATE XXVI. 
EL1Jan carried to heaven in a chariot of fire, 


T\HE whole life of Elijah was full of mi- 
racles and prodigies, which ſhewed him 
to be highly favoured by God ; but the manner 
n which he quitted this earthly ſcene, gave a 
more illuſtrious teſtimony to his piety, and was 
equal to any miracle, that had been wrought in 
his favour. The conſtant companion of his tra- 
vels was Eliſha, whom he had anointed ſome 
years before as his ſucceſſor. The* manner in 
hich Elijah was to finiſh his abode on earth was 
revealed to ſome prophets of the ſame age, and 
Was no ſecret to Elftha, his attendant, who was 
ſolved to follow him as long as he remained on 
earth, 
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earth, The hour of Elyah's tranſlation being 
come, he was reſolved to try the ſincerity of 
Eliſha's affection, and as they paſſed the city of 
Jericho, would have ſent him back, under pre- 
tence that he had a commiſſion to execute from 
God. Eliſha, ſtill faithful to his friend, and de- 
termined to perſevere in his reſolution, refuſed 
to part from him, even though he made uſe of 
this pretext more than twice. When they were 
arrived at the banks of the river Jordan, Elijah 
{mote the waters with his mantle, which imme- 
diately ſtood on a heap, and left him and Eliſha 
paſſage through on dry ground. When they 
. were got on the other ſide, Elijah was defirous 
of knowing what Eliſha would have him do for 
him before he was taken away from him. Eliſha 
replied, that he was deſirous of having a double 
portion of his ſpirit ; this demand being unex- 
pected, Elijah informed him, that he had no 
authority from heaven to promiſe him ſo diſtin- 
Il. guiſhing and ſignal a favour ; but as he had no 
5 reaſon for denying it, if he ſnould ſee him after 
i his diſappearing, he might be aſſured that his 
| i requeſt would be granted, but on the contrary, 
mat it would not. As they continued their dit- 
"nt courſe, a chariot of fire, drawn by horſes of the 
ſame element, appeared and parted them ; and 
| Elijah was carried away in it, with the ſwiftneſs 
| of a whirlwind. Eliſha, affected with the loſs ot offere 
| ſo dear a friend, expreſſed his ſorrow in loud I iis m 
| outcries, and taking the mantle which had fallen IO One of 
| from him, returned to the river Jordan, and by MW Proph 
| means of it, procured himſe!f a paſſage through ſtance 
| it, in the fame miraculou” anner as Elijah had ene of 
| 
| 


done before. of the 
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us ELIsna multiplies the Widows Oyl. 


lil Ar E requeſt which Eliſha had made to 
Elijah for a double portion of his ſpirit 

nd ſeemed to be partly obtained, from the numerous 
els W miracles which he performed. A freſh inſtance 
of offered itſelf of affording further teſtimony of 
ud WF bis miraculous powers and of his humanity. For 
len WF one of the widows of the ſons or diſciples of the 
by Prophets being left in ſuch diftreſsful circum- 
oh MW ſtances that ſhe was unable to diſcharge her debts, 
ad i ene of the creditors threatened her to make uſe 
the power which he had by the law, of ſizing 
L = 


on her ſons, and making them ſlaves. She had 


ef this circumſtance, and begged' him to aſſiſt 


do all he could for her relief, aſked her what ſhe 
had in her houſe which might be converted to the 
payment of her debts ; being informed by her 


The could, of her neighbours, and to pour her ail 


veſſels ſhe had borrowed, the increaſe of the oil 


- 4 uf * 4 
FL TP > | oO m_ 1 
; ' 2 . * 4 = | 4 ® - & Ob © 4 * F * 
ä = 4 = * 2 1 % OI \ l TE TS: 7 4 
* K 1 || Sita Fl. * — TO » 0 7 l * mY bo "LN — 
9 r N., j is 4 7 7 1 hs * 2 
_ R 7 * [ f 2 * 0 
, 19 * — =—_ 9 * 1 
F 2 FEY „ T2 \ oF? Y c = 


-—_ he d G * * * I 1 7 
—_— = gia I 1 A SA — 
RE W NOTE TS 8 a 1 


74 ELrsH4a mulliplies the Widows Oyl. 


immediate recourſe to Elijah, whom ſhe informed 


her. Eliſha pitying her diſtreſs, and reſolving to 


” 5 


that ſhe had nothing but one cruiſe or veſſel of 
oil, he adviſed her to barrow as. many veſſels as 


into them. When ſhe had collected a.confidera- 
ble number, ſhe ſhut herſelf up, together with 
her children, according to the prophet's advice, 
and poured her oil into the firſt veſſel ſhe took, 
and filled it. After this ſhe ordered à ſecond veſ- 
fel to be brought her, which ſhe filled likewiſe, 
and continuing to do ſo, till ſhe had filled all the 


was ſtopped. When ſhe had thus performed her 
orders, ſhe went again to the prophet, informing 
him of her ſucceſs, and aſking his further advice; 
Elijah, in reply, ordered her to ſell the oil, and to 
pay her creditors with the money. Thus were her 
tons reſcued from ſlavery, and the piety of their 
deceaſed father, which had been illuſtrious in his 
life time, became a treaſure to his whole family 
aiter his death, 


[i 
E 
1 LEE * TM 1 


— ts — — 
1 x. 100 wi il 
1100 


" i! 100 


e 
| 0 
00 


$944 111 
e 
A | 1 06 

FN [1 
10 ll 


"! 1 
0 Wil 
Ell ö 
1 
| 1 


| 


— 


N 
* 


U 
#444 


* 6 X. „ 
Jt — —-— rn KA an 


” 2 
iy | 
- 
NE ——— 11 
* | 4 — iq 

g 8 

PLATE XXXVIII. ll 

\\ 

The Judgement of SOLOMON. Pt 


II E choice which David made of a ſuc- l 
ceſſor, was ſuch as did honour to his judge- f 
ment. For his ſon Solomon who was raiſed to 
that honour was ſoon known for his wiſdom to 
all the neighbouring ſtates; and the dream which 
gave riſe to the increaſe of his knowlege, was 
one of the ſtrongeſt proots of the greatneſs of his 
abilities. Having mentioned his dream, it is pro- 
per that every one ſnould be acquainted with it, 
and it is only neceſſary to hear it, in order to look 
upon Solomon as an hero in virtue and good 
lenſe. The Lord appeared to this young prince 
In a dream, wherein he promiſed him to grant 
W E 2 him 


76 The Judgement of SoLOMON. 


him whatever he could wiſh or deſire. Solomon, 
who thought of nothing ſo much as to make his 
ſubjects happy, was blind to the charms of pow- 
Wl | er, to the views of ambition, and to the allure- 
1 ments of wealth; his requeſt was only for wiſ- 
— 14 | dom. The Lord granted his wiſh, and added, 
i" that as he had neither deſired increaſe of riches, 
bor extent of power, both theſe ſhould be given 
1 him. An occaſion ſoon offered which convinced 
him that his dream proceeded from God, and that 
14 the grant of wiſdom was real. He was applied to 
by two women, who lived in the ſame houſe. 
They both of them were brought to bed at the 
lame time. But it happened that one of them 
overlaid her child in the night, apd diſcovering 
ber misfortune, ſhe carried it tothe. bed of the 
other woman,  lajd it by her, and tock away her 
Ive child in the ſtead of it. In the morning the 
mother, on her waking, found a dead child in bed 
with her; but on examining it, was convinced 
It was not her's: ſhe went to the other woman's 
bed and challenged that child as her own ; but 
ſhe inſiſting. that the live child was her's, the 
cauſe was brought before Solomon. The king 
finding each of them inſiſting upon her property 
in the child that was alive, he ordered that it 
ſhould be cut into halves, and that each of the 
women ſhould have one of them. The woman 
who had been guilty of the fraud ſeemed pleaſed 
with Solomon's; determination; but the other, 
| in all the agonies of a parent, begged that the 
| || child might rather be given to the other woman 
dan be put to death. The king convinced by 
| her diſtreſs that ſhe was the real mother ordered 
it to be given to her, and his decree convinced the 
whole kingdom of the greatneſs of his wiſdom. 
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PLATE XXXIX. | 
ELrJan's Sacrifice conſumed by Fire from Heaven 


"Math E prophet Elijah had ſo much incenſed 


king Ahab and his queen, that they were 


determined to put him to death; but the provi- 
dence of God, which. protected his prophet was 


ſuperior to their malice. An entire want of rain 
for three years, according to Elijah's prediction, 
had produced a famine: but God, intending to 
remove ſuch a terrible calamity, ordered Elijah 
to go and inform Ahab of his intentions, that 
he might at the ſame time convince him of the 
folly of his idolatry, and of the power of the 
true God. When the prophet came te. diſcharge 
his commiſſion, Ahab reproached him as a com- 
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78 Ex, Sacrifice conſumed I/ Fire, &c. 

mon diſturber of the kingdom! This feproof was 
returned by Elijah with ſome degree of warmth, 
who boldly told the king that it was he himſelf 
who was the enemy of his kingdom's happineſs; 
that all its troubles and miſeries were the effects 
of his wic kedneſs and iddtatry. Finding the king 


addicted to the worſhip of Baal, as Well us of the 
true God, he aſſured him that this mixture was 
difagreeable to God and oppoſite to bis law; that 
he had no other choice, but either to worſhip the 


true God or Baal alone; and if hepleak | would 


put the reality of the claim, which either of them 
_hadto be worſhipped to an open and public proof. 


"he King accepted the challenge, and all the 
prieſts gf Baal were aſſembled together, on the oc- 


caſion. According to Elijah's propoſal a ſacrifice 


was to be offered by himſelf and the prieſts; no 
fire was to be made uſe of; but that Deity, who 
ſhould conſume the victim by fire from heaven, 
was to be owned and worſhipped as the true 
God. The. prieſts of Baal dreſſed their bullock ; 
they offered it upon the altar, and called upon 
their God from morning till noon, received no an- 
ſwer, leapt upon the altar, cut themſelves, butſtill 
he continued deaf and no fire came. After this E- 
lijah erected his altar, dug a deep trench about it, 
put the victim on the wood, and ordered them to 
pour water upon both three or four times, till 


the trench was filled with it. After this was done, 


he addreſſed God in a ſhort prayer, and a fire im- 
mediately deſcended from heaven, which con- 
ſumed the ſacrifice, the wood, the ſtones, the 
duſt, and dried up all the water in the trench. 
The people aſtoniſhed with the miracle confeſſed 
that there was but one God, and put the prieſts 
of Baal to death. 
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PLATE XI; 


HeztK1Aan blamed for ſubmitting to BeRODACH 
BALADAN, and ſhewing him his Treaſures; 


HE zeal which Hezekiah ſhewed againſt 

idolatry procured him the favour of God. 
When his capital city was beſieged by Senna- 
cherib it was miraculouſly delivered by an angel, 
who deſtroyed ſeveral thouſand of the enemy and 
put them to flight in the night. What rendered 
the mercy of God the more miraculous, was his 
recovery from a dangerous diſeaſe, and an alter- 
ation in his dial, wherein the ſhadow of the ſun 
went backwards inſtead of forwards, to convince 


E 4 him 


80 HEZZEREKTAH blamed Sc. 


him of the certainty of his recovery. Berodach 
Baladan, the ſon of the king of Babylon, was 
Tent with a rich preſent by his father to compli- 
ment and congratulate Hezekiah, on this joy- 
ful occaſion. This piece of ceremony wrought ſo 
much upon the honeſt heart of- Hezekiah, that 
in return he ſhewed Berodach Baladan and his 
artendants every thing that was cunous in his 
kingdom. This action being perhaps attended 
with a ſecret pride in Hezekiah, or wanting that 
humility, which ſhould have taught him that he 
was only the treaſurer or ſteward of theſe curioſi- 
ties, but God was the real owner and proprietor, 
gave great offence to the Almighty. Accord- 
ingly the prophet Iſaiah was ſent to him, to re- 
prove him for his fault, and to inform him at 
the ſame time, that all the treaſures he was ma- 


ſter of, and thoſe who were deſcended ftom him, 


mould be carried away as booty into Babylon, 
from whence his royal gueſt had come. Heze- 
kiah was ſenſible of his error, reſigned himſelf 
to the diſpoſal of providence, and thanked God 


that he had been ſo merciful, as not to bring theſe 


judgements upon his nation, during his life time. 
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PLATE XILI. 


ESTHER made Queen. 


Haſuerus was one of the richeſt monarchs 

of the Eaſt ; his empire was as boundleſs 

as his wealth, and the greatneſs of his ſoul was 
equal to both. He was bleſſed with a queen, 
named Vaſhti, whoſe beauty was ſo great that 
the king thought her ſuperior to the reſt of her 
lx, and being willing to have his own opinion 
confirmed by that of his ſubjects, he ordered her 
one day to appear before the princes of his court 
in her royal robes. Vaſhti refuſing to oblige the 
king, he was highly incenſed againſt her, and 
E 5 aſembvled 


82 Es TRE R made Queen. 


aſſembled his nobles to inform them of the af- 
front he had received, and to aſk their advice in 
an affair of ſo much importance. When the no- 
bles had heard the reaſon of their being aſſem- 
'bled, they were highly exaſperated at the affront 
which had been offered the king, and fearing leit 
her example would have a bad effect upon the 
conduct of their own ladies, adviſed the king to 
divorce her, and take another wife in her ſtead, 
| In conſequenee of this advice the king's officers 
17 were ordered to ſearch all over his kingdom for 
the handſomeſt women, and bring them to him. 
The king's orders were obeyed with great exact- 
. neſs 3\a vaſt number of beauties were brought to 
the king. But among theſe no one pleaſed him 
ſo well as Eſther; who was adorned with the 
royal robes, and put into the place of Vaſhti. 
This happy woman was one of the Jewiſh cap- 
tives, and her preferment ſeemed to have been 
directed by providence to ſecure the Jews from 
utter deſtruction; and to preſerve the king him- 
ſelf from a dangerous conſpiracy. 
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PLATE XLIL 


HamMan hanged on the Gallows which be bad 
erefied for Mo R DEOAI. 


Haſuerus had a very great favourite named 
am. whom he loaded with honours; 
The King's partiality made him inſolent, and he 
looked upon the leaſt want of reſpect as an un- 
pardonable crime. Mordeeai the uncle of Eſt- 
her, Ahaſuerus's queen, incurred his diſpleaſure, 
becauſe he did not pay him that reſpe& which 
he required. Haman was incenſed at his neglect 
and finding that Mordecai was a Jew, reſolved 
to make his whole nation feel the force of hie 
i len 
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1. 
ſentment. With this view he perſuaded his royal 
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Ha MAN Hanged. 


maſter that all the Jews were a turbulent and re- 


bellious people, and prevailed on him to iſſue a 
decree for their utter deſtruction and diſtinction. 
Mordecai informed Eſther of the danger of him- 


ſelf, of his people, and herſelf likewiſe. The 
queen undertook the preventing of this cruel 
decree, and for that purpoſe went into the royal 


preſence: the king no ſooner ſaw her, but asked. 


her pleaſure; and promiſed to grant her any 


requeſt even to the value of half his kingdom. 


Eſther acknowledged her obligation, and replied, 
chat ſne only deſired the honour of the King's 
company at an entertainment, and that Haman 
his favourite might be one of the party. At the 
feaſt however ſhe refuſed to let the king know 
what was the reaſon of her invitation, but int1- 


mated that if both of them would do her the ſame 


honour the next day, ſhe would then reveal it. 
The next day, ſhe diſcovered her deſcent to the 


King, and ſhewed him how nearly ſhe was con- 


ceined in the decree which Haman had forced 
from him. The decree was immediately abo- 
lied; Haman, the king's favourite, became 
the object of his hatred,, and was _—_— to be 
hanged on a gallows in Its o , Which he 
had erected with a deſign of hanging Myydecai 
upon, in reſentment for his not paying ſim all 
the reſpect which he looked upon to be due to 
him, | 
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PLATE XIIIII. MO 


Jos's Mlidtions and Patience. 

T OB was one of the moſt conſiderable perſons 
| j in the land of Hus or Arabia, and poſſeſſed 
of a valumber of cattle, in which the riches of 

| thoſe ages partly conſiſted. To an opulent for- 
| tune he had joined as opulent a mind, and was 1l- 
luſtrious for the exerciſe of every ſocial virtue 

and every branch of ſincere piety. He was bleſſed 

with a numerous family, and ſeemed to want no- 

thing to make him completely happy. But Satan 

envying his virtues, and ſuppoſing they would 

not ſtand the ſhock of adverſity, was Pe by 

0 


86 


ſolute reſignation to God, acknowleging him to 
be the author of all his er 6 and to be in- 


being an hypocrite, or a bad man. But Job, ſupe- 


Jos Aflidlions and Patience. 


God to convince him of the vanity of his ima- 
gination. No ſooner had this enemy to goodneſs 
obtained power to bring Job to his trial, than a 
band of robbers fell upon his ſervants and killed 
them, and ran away with all his black cattle and 
aſſes; next, his flocks and the ſhepherds were 
deſtroyed by lightning; then the Chaldeans rob- 
bed him of his camels; and to heighten all his 
troubles, his ſeven ſons and daughters were all 
buried in the ruins of a houſe, which was blown 
; down by a ſtorm. The news of theſe ſucceſſive 
| misfortunes was ſucceſſively brought to Job, 

without having the leaſt reſpite to recover himſelf 
from his firſt alarm; but notwithſtanding all, his 
piety remained unſhaken, and he profeſſed an ab- 


veſted with a right of reſuming his favours when- 
ever he pleaſed. Satan ſurpriſed to find Job's 
piety ſuperior to his attacks, reſolved to vary 
his temptations, and affected him with a noiſome 
diſeaſe, which rendered him unfit for ſociety. His 
wite, who was an idolatreſs, took part with the 
tempter, made a jokeof her huſband's conſtancy, 
and perſuaded him to renounce any future depen- 
dance in a God, who had ſuffered him to be ſo 
much afflicted. His friends aggrayated his 
ſufferings inſtead of pitying them, anEcrue)ly 
interpreted his misfortunes to be a proof of his 


rior to the reproaches of his friends, to the per- 
verſeneſs of his wife, and to the malice of the 
devil, ſtill maintained his integrity, and was re- 
warded by God with double the riches he had 
loſt, and with a numerous poſterity. 
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2 PLATE XLIV. 


5 
: JertMIan i delivered cut of the Dungeon. 
0 Otwithſtanding the Jews had often been 


convinced that nothing but a ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of the law, and an entire abſtinence 
} from idolatry would preſerve their ſtate, they by 
degrees fell into an (univerſal corruption, and 


7 idolatry was the common mode of worſhip, 
þ To rouſe them from this lethargy, and to alarm 
4 them with the conſequences, Jeremy was inſpired, 


and ſent among them. He was convinced that the 
taſk was difficult; he knew it would expoſe him 
to danger, and he modeſtly declined it: But 


upon 
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88 JEREMIAH 7s delivered, &c. 


upon being aſſured by God of protection, he got 
the better of his fears and undertook the com- 
miſſion. The puniſhments he denounced againſt 
their vices excited the anger of the nobility, who 
were reſolved to make him fall a ſacrifice to their 
anger, and with that view repreſented him as an 
enemy to the kingdom, as dejecting the minds 
of the people by his prophecies of their going 
into captivity, aud as expoſing them by thoſe 
means to all the deſigns which the neighbouring 
ſtates had formed againſt them. Zedekiah was 
too weak to oppoſe the deſigns of his nobles, 
and therefore delivered Jeremiah up to their fury. 
He was immediately hurried away to a noiſome 
dungeon, which was full of mud, in which he 
ſunk. Ebedmelech an Ethiopian, an eunuch, 
and one of the chief officers about the king, was 
a witneſs to this aCtof cruelty, and tho? a ſtranger, 
having more compaſſion on the prophet than the 
Jews themſelves, was determined to ſave his life, 
and, on application to the king, was ordered to 
take thirty men with him and deliver Jeremiah 
out of the dungeon. After his deliverance the 
prophet was introduced to the king, and at his 
audience propheſied all thoſe events, which af- 
terwards happened to his country. The danger 
to which Jeremiah was expoſed for the diſcharge 
of his duty, ſhews us the blinding quality of 
vice, and teaches us that perſons remarkably 
wicked, inſtead of profiting by good inſtructions, 
are always offended at thole that give them, 
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PLATE XLV. 
SHADRACH, Mzsntcn, and ABEDNEGO del. 
vered from the fiery Furnace, 
ING Nebuchadnezzar was ſo much de- 
lighted with the abilities of Daniel that he 
r niſed him to the higheſt poſt in his kingdom; 
e end as a ſtronger proof of his confidence con- 
f MWtcrred the greateſt honours upon Shadrach, Me- 
y bech, and Abednego, Daniel's countrymen and 
3, particular friends. The favours of princes are 
not always of long duration, and honours very 
often make thoſe who receive them the object of 
envy and the ſport of malice, Nebuchadnezzar 
von forgot the noble profeſſion he had made, that 
tac God of Daniel was ſuperior to all other = 
an 
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90 SHADRACH, MxSHECH, and ABEDNECO, 


and ordered a golden Image to be erected as the 
object of worſhip to all his empire. Some time 
before the erecting of this coſtly image, the king 
iſſued a decree ordering every perſon in his em- 
| | pire to pay their adoration to it, when they heard 
| the muſic play, which was to attend its conſecra- 
\ | tion. Shadrach, Meſhech, and Abednego, were 
| 


preſent at this ceremony, but evaded worſhipping 
= this image as inconſiſtent with their religion and 
| the honour of the true God. Their contempt was 
- obſerved by ſome of Nebuchadnezzar's nobles, 
who repreſented the matter to the king in ſuch a 
manner as inflamed; his anger. He immediately 
ſent for Shadrach, Meſhech, and Abednego, and 
threatened them that they ſhould be caſt into a 
fiery furnace, if they would not ſubmit to wor- 
ſhip his golden image. Unmoved by his threats, 
and unſhocked with the conſequences, they an- 
ſwered they were determined not to worſhip his 
image, reſigning themſelves to the will of God, 
who, they ſaid, was able to deliver them from 
the fiery furnace. Their anſwer enraged the 
king ; he ordered the furnace to be heated ſome 
degrees more than it ever had been ; they were 
bound and caſt into it. The violence of the heat 
was ſo great that it conſumed the p<rſons who 
put them in, but, behold, theſe three heroes re- 
mained unhurt amidſt the flames! Nebuchad- 
nezzar was aſtoniſhed at this ſight, but more ſo, 
when he ſaw them attended by an angel, the 
ſame that had attended their fathers in the wil- 
derneſs, and probably was the Meſſiah. He called 
them out, and they came forth without any ſigns 
of fire upon them; and the king, convinced ot 


his error, put his wicked adviſers to death. 
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PLATE XLVI. 


DAN TEL in the Lions Den. 


HE great ſervices that Daniel had done to 


Nebuchadnezzar, recommended him to 


Darius, who honoured him with the inſpection 
of the conduct of all the governors of his pro- 
vinces. This mark of royal favour ſubjected 
him to envy and raiſed him up very powerful 
enemies, who were determined tounderminehim, 
and to glut their malice with his death. With 
this view, they perſuaded the king to iſſue a de- 
cree forbidding every perſon to pray to any one 
excepting himſelf, for the ſpace of thirty days. 

The 
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92 Dan1EtL in the Lions Den. 


The king liſtened to their, perſuaſiohs, and the 


decree was made public. The authors of this 
unjuſt law watched Daniel, and having found 


him frequently at his prayers to God, informed 
the king of ar. Darius now perceived his weak- 
neſs; add ſtrove all he could to prevent Daniel 
from falling a ſacrifice to the malice of his ene- 


mies. But he ſtrove 1n vain ; and his reluctance 


to put his law into execution was repreſented as 
a violation of the conſtitution of his kingdom, 
Obliged to condemir Daniel to the lion's den, 
the puniſhment for violating his decree, he com- 
mitted him to the protection of the God in whom 


he truſted, and he mouth of the den was cloſed 
upon him and ſealed with his own ſeal. The king 
paſſed a very uneaſy night, and as ſoon as he 
aroſe the next morning went to the den and 
called Daniel twice. Nothing can exprels the 


joy which the king ſhowed on hearing Daniel an- 


ſwer him. He was immediately drawn up by 
the royal order, and when he related the manner 
in which he had been preſerved from thoſe raging 
animals, convinced the king of the Almighty 
power and mercy of God, This ſingular inſtance 


of Divine Providence enraged the king againſt I 


the enemies of Daniel; as a recompence for their 
wickedneſs, they were caſt into the ſame den, 
into which Daniel had been caſt by their inſti- 
gations, and as ſoon as they came within the 
reach of the lions, were ſeized by them, and 
torn into pieces. 
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PLATE XLVII. 

. Jonan and his Gourd. 
ONAH, the prophet of the Jews was ordered 
by God to preach to the Ninevites, to reprove 
them for their vices and to threaten them with de- 
ſtruction. Alarmed at ſo ſtrange a meſſage, in- 
ſtead of going to Nineveh, he embarked on board 
a ſhip to go to another place. In his voyage a ſtorm 
aroſe which endangered the veſſel, and by means 
of lots which were caſt in order to find out the 
means of avoiding the danger, Jonah was caſtover- 
board. God, to convince Jonah of his power, at 
this time gave him likewiſe a proof of his mercy 
by ſending a great fiſh, who ſwallowed him, with- 
out hurting him. In this confinement Jonah re- 
mained 
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94 Joxnan and his Gourd. 


mained three days; but expreſſing his ſorrow for 
his fault, the monſter was directed by God to vomit 
him out upon dry land. After his deliverance he 
received a ſecond order to go into Nineveh, and to 
declape chat God would deſtroy that city within 
forty days. The Ninevites alarmed at ſuch an 
awful ſentence expreſſed all the ſigns of a ſin- 
cere repentance. Their . piety had its effect. 
But Jonah perceiving that the city was not de- 
ſtroyed within forty days, as he had propheſied, 
could not refrain from complaining againſt the 
Divine mercy ; and wiſhed to die, rather than 
to be thought a falſe prophet. Imagining his re- 
monſtrance to have ſome effect, he built him a 
booth, into which he retired; intending to wait 
there to ſee the fate of the city. As the heat of 
the ſun was very troubleſome, God cauſed a 
gourd to grow up, nich twiſting its branches 
round the booth afforded a refreſhing ſhade. 
This gave Jonah great delight : but in the night 
time the root of it being damaged, the gourd wi- 
thered and left the praphet expoſed once more to 
the fultry heat. The loſs of th's pleaſing ſhade 
again excited the anger of the prophet, who being 
aſked the reaſon of his 1 impatience, replied it was 
for the loſs of the gourd. This confeſſion was 
turned againſt him ; and he was aſked, whether 
if it was reaſonable in him to lament the loſs ot 
ſuch a vile thing as a gourd, it would not be a 
greater cauſe of Jamencation, to ſee. Nineveh and 
all its inhabitants ſwept away in one common 
deſtruction ? What his reply was, we are not in- 
formed ; but the queſtion 1s put to him. in ſuch 
a manner, that he could not but ſee the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of his impatience, and the mercy of 
God in ſparing the Ninevites. 
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PLATE XLVIII. 


JupiTn and Horortrwes. 


— 222 - 4 


was ſent with a numerous army againſt them. In 


ofiicers, that he would not ſucceed in his enter- 
priſe unleſs the Jews had offended their God, and 
thereby forfeited his protection. Holofernes ne- ' 
vertheleſs continued his march, and laid ſiege to | 
tethulia. In this city lived a widow who was no 
leſs famous for her piety, than her charms, and | 
polleſſed a greatneis of foul, which would have | 
done honour to any of the male ſex. Inſpired | 
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HE Jews having refuſed to join Nebuchod- 1 
onoſor in his war with Arphaxad, became 1 
the obz..Ccts of his anger. Holofernes his general 13 


his arch he was told by Achior, one of his chief . 
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with an. ardent love of her country, inſpired by 
God himſelf, ſhe undertook the deliverance -of KY | 
her country; and having acquainted the princi- | 
pal perſons of the city with her intentions, ſhe 
obtained leave for putting her deſigns in practice. 
For this purpole ſhe adorned herſelf, and went to 
the tent of Holofernes. As ſoon as ſhe was in- 
troduced to the general, ſhe informed him that 
the reaſon of her coming was to acquaint him 
with the ſtate of the city, and the diſtreſs of it 
was Jo great, that according to Achior's obſer- 
vations, he would certainly be maſter of it, be- 
cauſe the wickefneſs of the inhabitants had made 
God himſelf their enemy. Her beauty gave 
force to all that ſhe ſaid; and he ordered her to 
be treated with all the dignity imaginable. The 
| fourth day after Judith's arrival, Holofernes 
I 8 made a great feaſt to which only his own attend- 
1 ants and Judith, together with her maid, were in- 
| vited. On this occaſion ſhe took extraordinary 
pains in adorning her perſon, and, at her coming, 
captivated the hearts of all that were preſent, 
with her beauty. The general laid aſide all re- 
ſerve, and drank more freely, than he had ever 
done before. And was ſo intoxicated, «. that he 
was obliged to throw himſelt upon his couch. 
The reſt of the gueſts being retired, excepting 
Judith and her maid, who left her at her re- 
queſt, Judith took down Holoternes's taulciuon 
which hung over. him, ſevered his head from 
his body, and giving it to her maid, who put it 
into the bag, which held their proviſions, they 
both eſcaped to Bethulia undiſcovered. The next 
morning Holofernes's fate was ſoon publiſhed, 
and the army was fruck with ſuch a Panic that 
they raiſed the ſicge. | 


PLATE XILIX 
O, Torr heb bis Sight. 


BIT was one of thoſe Jewiſh captives, 

_. whom Salmanazar carried captive to Ni- 
neveh. His virtues were ſo great that they re- 
commended him to the notice of the king, who 
made him chief purveyor to his, houſhold. His 
humanity was exerciſed in proportion to his abi- 
ities, and every Kind of diſtreſs was ſure to iind 
a immediate friend in him. The cruelry of the 
conqueror was ſo great that he would not permit 
the Jews to bury their dead; but no threat, no 
danger could prevent Tobit from exerciſing this 

F debt 
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debt of humanity and piety. This goodneſs of 
his became at laſt fo remarkable, that it was ta- 
| Ken notice of, and Tobit was obliged to fly from F 

5 


Ninevech to avpid the conſequence. Sennacherib 
being aſſaſſinated by two of his ſons, while To- 
bit Was in his Voluntary exile, intereſt was made 
With his ſucceſſor, who permitted him to return | 
home. On his return he applied himſelf to bury 
the dead as he had done before: but his tender- 
neſs was not confined to them; the living like- 
wiſe partook of his bounties. Having ſent his ſon 
out to collect all the poor he could find, that he 
might ſupply them with food, he came back to 
inform him, that he had met with one of the 
Er who had been. ſtrangled and afterwards 
arbarouſly caſt into the ſtreet. Tobit imme- 
diately-ſtarted from table, before he had eaten 
any meat; fetehed the corpſe, and lodged it in a 
chamber, intending to bury c when it was dark. 
After this kind office he finiſhed his meal with a 
heart ſwelling - with ſorrow. When the night 
eame, Tobit buried the dead body, and on his 
return was reſolved to lay himſelf down on the 
outſide of his houſe, becauſe, according to the 
law of Moſes, he was polluted by touching the 
corpſe, which he had buried. As Tobit lay ſſeep- 
ing on the ground, with his face uncovered ſome- 
thing fell out of a fwallow's neſt in the wall u 
his eyes, which deprived him of his ſight. In 
this diſtreſs he had recourſe to the phyſicians, 
but, after much expence, was pronounced incura- 
ble, and was obliged to bear an affſiction with 
tence, which , patience could indeed ſoften, 
; * no external applications could remove. 
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Young' Tops taketh a great NEW. 
OBIT finding himſelf very weak; and on 

account of his great age, expecting death 
every day, ordered his ſon Tobias to be called 
that he might give him fuch inſtructions as would 
enable him to paſs through the world with ho- 
nour. He particularly recommended to him to 
be dutiful to his mother, to be charitable to the 
poor, and to be pious towards God. 'Atithe 
lame time he informed him that he had leat a 
lum of money, to Gabael, one of his country- 
men, who lived at Rages, delivered him his 

F 2 _ note, 
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note, and adviſed him to preſent it for pay- 
ment. As the diſtance from Nineveh to the town 


where Gabael dwelt was great, Tobit begged his 
ſon not to go without a guide. Tobias Tobmit- | 

5 to his father's advice, as all children 
ſhould, went out in ſearch after a proper perſon : 
to accompany him, and met with one, Who 
told him he had formerly lived with Gabael at 


Rages. Tobias brought him to his father, who 
enquired his country and family, and was an- 


ſwered by the ſtranger that his nam&was Aza- 
tias, and that he was a deſcendant from the fami- 
ly of Ananias, who was likewiſe a relation of To- 
bit's. This account ſatisfied Tobit, tho? in reality 
the ſtranger who had offered himſelf to Tobias 
for his guide, was no leſs a perſon than the an- 
gel Raphael. All things were prepared for their |! 


Journey, and Tobias. ſet out accompanied with 


his guide. The firſt night they lodged on the | 
banks of the Tigris, a river which runs-by-the 


city of Nineveh, where Tobias was in great 
danger; for going into the river to waſh himſelf, 
a large fiſh leaped at him, to devour him. The 
3 uide who was a witneſs of Tobias's danger bid 

im ſeize the fiſh, and drag it to land. Encou- 


raged by the voice of his guide, Tobias did as 


he had commanded, and when he had ſecured 


and the gall, and put them up ſafely. After 
had this, the fiſn was refed, — having 
afforded a plentiful meal to the two ellen. 


any; Wen theiry Jouracy. 


the fiſh, was directed to take the heart, the arg. | 
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If, | 1 
he Tontas driveth away the wicked Spirit. | " 
id Y 1 Be | 10 
u- HO” Tobias had followed the advice of 1 
as his guide in ſecuring} the heart, liver and 1 
ed all of the fiſh, as related in the foregoing hi- 


75 Dry, yet he was ignorant of their uſe, Inflamed 
| y cuniolity he could not help aſking Azarias 
| ie reaſon why he ſhould have given ſuch an 
rs, der. His requeſt was ſoon complied with, and 
de guide informed him, that the gall and the 

liver were efficacious, when reduced to ſmoke, to 

cure thoſe poſſeſſed by cvil ſpirits, and that the 

gall was an infallible remedy for blindneſs. Being 

now 


r02 Top14s driveth away the evil Spirit. 


now near acity in Media, named Ecbatane, Aza- 
rias informed Tobias that he had a couſin there 
whoſe name was Raguel, who had an only daugh- 
ter named Sarah, a young woman of great wit 
and beauty, whom he recommended for his wife. 
\ Inſtead of conſenting to this propoſal Tobias in- 
forms his guide, he heard that the young wo- 
man he ſpoke of had been married to no leſs 
than ſeven huſbands, who had all been killed by 
an evil ſpirit, which was in love with her. The 
| guide did not deny the fact, but aſſured Tobias 
that he had nothing to fear from ſuch à mar- 
riage, eſpecially as he was furniſhed with a charm 
in the pall and liver of the fiſh, which woul 
drive away any evil ſpirit. Confiding in fo pow- 
erful a remedy, and entirely reſigned to the di- 
rection of his guide, Tobias proceeded: to'Ec- 
| batane, lodged with Raguel, and demanded his 
daughter in marriage. His claim was ſuch as 
Raguel could not reject, and the marriage was 
ſolemnized. Tobias on his entrance into the 
bride chamber, made uſe of the liver and heart 
of the fiſh, and drove the evil ſpirit out of the 
chamber. Raguel, and his wife, had too often 
experienced the loſs of a ſon- in- law to paſs the 
night without uneaſineſs. They recommended 
Tobias to the care of heaven in an hearty prayer, 
and fearing that he had met with the ſame fate, 
as their daughter's former huſbands, they went 
betimes into the chamber, but finding Tobias in 
health, no one can expreſs the raptures 

they felt on ſo joyful an occaſion, | 
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ToB1as careth his Father*s Blindneſs. 


HILE preparations were making for the 
wedding, Tobias diſpatched his guide 

to Gabael at Rages, with his note, demanding 
payment. The money was paid at ſight, and 
Gabacl, complying with, Tobias's requeſt, at- 
tended the guide. After the uſual ſeaſon of fel- 
uvity was expired, Tobias took his leave of his 
wife's parents, and ſet out with his new bride, 
and his faithful guide Azarias. Tobit and his 
vife grew impatient at their ſon's delay, and im- 


puted it partly to the death of Gabael, who owed 
a | them 


quitted his ſeat, and forgetting that he was blind 
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them the money; and ſometimes were afraid that Il 7 
their ſon was dead, by the fatigue of ſo long a 1 
journey. They went every day to the gate of the 
city in great anxiety, and walked in the road, Wl ||; 

y which he was to come, in hopes of meeting Il ||, 
him. As Tobias approached the city, his guide 0 
adviſed him to leave his wife and attendants be- ||; 


hind, and go beſore to provide things for her re- | 
ception, promiſing to accompany him. Tobias £ 
complied, and they went together. Now the pa- | 
rents of, Tobias were at this juncture on the road. I ||; 
to meet their ſon, and his mother deſcried him WM | 
at a diſtance, and informed her huſband: of it. * 
As ſoon as ſhe had acquainted him with the joy- 
ful news, ſhe ran to meet her ſon, and fell upon 
his neck with all the tranſports of -a_ mother's 
Joy. Tobit would gladly have ſhared their em- 
braces ; in the firſt emotions of his affection, he 


went towards the door, and ſtumbled. Tobias 
caught him before he fell, and by the direction 
of the guide, ſprinkled the gall of the fiſn upon 
his eyes, and reſtored him to his ſight. Tobias 
next acquainted his father of his'wedding, and his 
wife was received with the greateſt civility. To- 
bit hereupon ordered his ſon to make the guide a 


handſome preſent. The propoſal pleaſed To- wa 
bias, who replied, that he deſerved a greater re · W Su 
ward, as he was the adviſer of his marriage, the WW nat 
means of delivering his bride from the evil ſpirit, her 
and the cauſe of reſtoring him to ſight. As ſoon I tor 
as Tobias had finiſhed his diſcourſe, his guide © am 
refuſed his offers, and informed him, that tho' he of 
aſſiſted him under a human form, he was an an- whi 

| cele 


gel, and his name Raphael. 


1k ANE-- LOC os 
SUSANNAH and the Two Elders. 


MONG the Jews that were carried cap- 
tives into Babylon, was one Joacim, who 
was reckoned very rich. He had married one 
Suſannah, whoſe, parents had taken extraprdis 
nary care in cultivating her mind, and inſpiring 
her with the love of virtue, and with a reverence 
for religion. Her piety. was, rendered doubly 
amiable, as it was heightened by the advan 
of a handſome perſon. Her huſband's reſidence 
which was built in the moſt elegant taſte a0 
celebrated for one of = fineſt gardens, was the 
conſtant 
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conſtant reſort of all the great men of the city, 
who pitched upon that delightful ſpot, as the 
place of determining cauſes. Among their judges | 
were two elders, who having frequent acceſs to 
diſcharge their offices, had an opportunity of 
ſeeing Suſannah often, and were both of them 
captivated with her beauty. Their paſſion ſoon 
t the better of their reaſon, and they were re- 
ſolved to deſtroy that virtue, which it was their 
duty to protect. As their paſhon was unlawful, ; 
they would not communicate it, and tho? each of | 
them burned with deſire, neither of them would 
let the other into the ſecret. They both of them 
knew that it wa#Suſannah's cuſtom to bathe her- 
ſelf, after the company had taken their lee; and 
boch of them, tho* unknown to each other, de- 
termined upon this opportunity to put their de. 
ſigns in practice. On — Joacim's houſe, / 
they took a different road; but meeting to 
ther in the garden, each of them confeſſed their 
intention to the other. They had not been long 
there, before Suſannah came attended with two 
maids to bathe herſelf. As fobn as the attendants 
were diſmiſſed, the two elders diſcovered them- 
ſelves to Suſannalt, ſollicited her to comply 
With their deſires, and, on her crying out, ſet up 
aJoud cry themſelves. The domeſties coming to 
her ſuccbur, the elders pretended that they Hud 
daughit Suſannah in company with another man, 
who had run away on diſcovering them. Their 
was believed, and the happineſs of Suſan- 
nah was reſetved to the determination of a court 


of Juſtice,” 


PLATE Lv. 


SuSANNAH's Innocence cleared by Dax1st, 

Otwithſtanding Suſannah's character was 
pretty well eſtabliſhed, yet the dignity 
and the office of the elders prejudiced the people 
very much againſt her. An aſſembly was held 
at Joacim's houſe, the common place of trial; 
and the elders depoſed very ſtrongly againſt her, 
Suſannah's innocence was her only defence; for 


being left alone by her attendants, ſhe had no 


witneſſes to produce in her favour. Sentence 
was therefore paſſed againſt her, notwithſtand- 
ing her appeal to heaven as conſcious of her in- 
G 2 tegrity. 
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108 Sus ax NAH' Innocence, &c. 
tegrity. Her caſe was now deſperate, but when 
ſnhe had loſt all hopes of ſafety, heaven inter- 


poſed itſelf in her behalf; and a young man, 
named Daniel, ſtood up in the aſſembly, affirm- 


ing, that he was perſuaded of her innocence, 


and that he would not give his aſſent to the ſen- 
tence, which had been pronounced againſt her. 
The whole aſſembly were alarmed at this decla- 
ration, and turning themſelves round to Daniel, 
aſked him what grounds he could have for fo 


bold an aſſertion? His reply was ſuch as con- 


vinced them, that he had but a mean opinion 
of thoſe, who had paſſed ſentence ; and he per- 
ſuaded them to hear the cauſe a ſecond time. 
The crowd was unanimous in conſenting to 
his requeſt, and Daniel himfelf undertook the 


office of a judge, The two elders were ordered 


to be put aſunder, and to be examined ſepa- 


rately. When the firſt was called, he was aſked, 


under what tree the crime was committed; he 
anſwered, it was under a maſtick tree; but when 
the other was asked the ſame queſtion, he re- 
plied, it was under a holm tree. This contra- 
diction in their evidence, convinced the whole 
audience of its falſhood, Suſannah was honour- 
ably acquitted, and' the two elders were con- 
demned to ſuffer the fame fate, as they had 
threatened her with. This judicious determina- 
tion of Daniel, gave the Jews an high opinion 
of his penetration, and his wiſdom ; and the 
deliverance of Suſannah is a ſtanding leſſon to 
the virtuous, not to deſpair under oppreſſion, 
nor to yield to temptation, tho' enforced with 


dangers, or recommended by flatteries. 
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PLATE LV. 
The deſtruction of the Image of BI and his 


Prieſts. 


B* L is the name of an idol formerly wor- 
ſhipped by ſeveral nations in the Eaſt. It 
is ſuppoſed to have repreſented the fun. The 
Babylonians are reported to have paid great 
reſpect to this falſe god, and Cyrus himſelf to 
have encouraged their weakneſs. One incre- 
dible circumſtance related of this idol increaſed 
the king's veneration; it being reported, that 
it daily conſumed twelve great meaſures of 
ane flour, forty ſheep, and fix veſſels of 93 

nat 
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What we are fond of ourſelves, we are deſir- 


ous that others. ſhould be fond of too, eſpe- 


icially thoſe whoſe judgment we eſteem, and 


whoſe wiſdom we admire. From this princi- 


ple Cyrus could not help wiſhing that Daniel 
would conſent to worſhip Bel, and could not 
refrain from asking the reaſons which hindered 


dis conformity. Daniel's reply was ſuch as 


convinced the king he had no likelihood of 


making him a convert; it contained a ſtrong 
reflection upon Bel, inaſmuch as it was found- 
ed upon one of the laws of Moſes, which for- 
bids the Jews to worſhip any other god but the 
living God. The king produced the circum- 
ſtance of BePs conſuming ſo much proviſions 
every day, as a proof that he was a living God. 


Daniel aſſured the king, that the very thing he 
had produced as a proof was a vile impoſture. 
The king, warmed with this reply, reſolved to 


find out the truth. He went himſelf, attended 
by Daniel, and placed the daily offering near the 
idol with his own hands. After this Daniel or- 
dered the floor to be covered with aſhes ; and 
the door was ſecured with the king's ſignet. The 
next morning the king and Daniel returned and 
found the door as they had left it ; but on open- 


ing it the king ſaw that the proviſions were gone, 


and profeſſed his belief in Bel. But Daniel made 
him obſerve the marks of feet in the ſand ; from 
thence he traced them to the altar, where he found 
a ſecret door thro' which the prieſts had entered, 
and convinced the king of the impoſture, 
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Martyrdom of the Seven Brethren and their Mother. 
Ntiochus's cruelty againſt the Jews, whom 
| he had taken captive, is ſcarce credible, 


No inſtance can difplay it more fully than the 


following. Swine's fleſh is forbidden by the law 
of Moſes; and moſt of the idolatrous kings en- 
deavoured in vain to force them to violate that 
precept. Theſe ſeven brethren being applied to, 
the firſt ſpake with the greateſt reſolution, ab- 
ſolutely refuſing to conſent; upon which, he was 
ſeverely ſcourged, his tongue cut out, his limbs 
ſevered from his body, an] then he was flung into 
4 red hot pan, and burnt to death. The ſecond 
lon was brought next, and after the skin N 

| | * rom 
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from his head, was asked, if he would comply ? 
Anſwering, No, he was put to the ſame tortures; 
and with his laſt gaſp, confeſſed his hopes of im- 
mortal life. Ihe third being then commanded to 
Put out his tongue to be cut off, did it with great 
readinefs, ſaying, he received his limbs from hea- 
ven, and was willing to ſacrifice them, rather than 
Violate the law. After his tortures, the fourth was 
} brought to ex cution, who expreſſed his joy that. 
he had mere hope in his death, than the wigked 
author of it child poſſibly have. The fifth being 
treated in thie ane manner, in the midſt of his 
tortures, told the King, that tho' he was permit- 
A ted h Goch thus to exerciſe his cruelty, yet his 
own earn would be equally dreadful; Which 


mother now only remained, the king endea- 
youred to gain the former, by promiſes of ſingu- 
lar henour, and riches; but had the mortifica- 
tion to meet with a repulſe. He then applied to 
the mother, and requeſted. her to ſave her ſon's 
life, by engaging his compliance. She promiſed 
the king her beſt endeavours, but inſtead of 
urging him 10 comply, uſed. all her arguments, 
to-anſpire bim with the noble ambition of ri- 
Falling his brothers. Her words had their due 
effect, che {on behaved with the greateſt bravery, 
and tho* expoſed to worſe tortures, preſerved his 
integrity to the laſt, As for the mother, ſhe was 
no ways inferior to her ſons in conſtancy, or ſuf- 
terings 3 and ſhewed. the great power of reli⸗ 
gion, in afflictions, over, human nature, 
8 FINIS. 
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